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Events at-a-Glance ..

July 13  – Member Meeting – Juniper Practicum  
                Lecture with Eric Schrader

July 15 – Juniper Practicum Workshop #3

July 20 – Third Thursday Members Free Workshop

August 10 – Member Meeting – BonsaiToolkit and 
               Tool Maintenance with Gordon Deeg 
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June Meeting Notes: Jonas Dupuich

At our monthly

member meeting

on June 8th,

Jonas Dupuich

educated us on

how to evaluate

material for the

purpose of

growing prize-

winning bonsai.

Some of the finer

points of the dis-

cussion focused

on knowing the

variety you are 

considering and                      Jonas Dupuich 

evaluating each aspect of the tree. Jonas  empha-

sized that when you purchase a tree, you buy a set

of problems and to consider what problems you are

most suited to address or would enjoy solving and

exploring.

It takes a keen eye and some knowledge to know

which tree will round out your collection and grow

well in your yard. So knowing your variety's

characteristics is important, for example pines with

distinguished bark or junipers with twists and

deadwood.
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In general, the trunk is the single most important

characteristic to consider. You buy a trunk, it is

difficult to change and it matters more than

anything.  Evaluating the surface roots or lack

thereof is a great proxy to determine what is good

or bad about a tree.  Consider each element

separately: first the roots, then the trunk, then

primary branching and secondary branching.  This

technique will reveal how the tree was developed

and cared for.

     

    

  

 

             Evaluating roots, trunk and branching

The process of evaluating a tree offers

opportunities to think about developing bonsai and

maintaining them once they've reached maturity.

Once your trees have been established,

incremental improvement and maintenance year

after year will bring you to the next leve     

                          –  Christian Werk, Vice President  

The BSSF 2018 Show 

I hope that everyone had a great 4th of July

holiday. At this month's meeting on the 13th  we

will be speaking about the plans for the show next

year. The active participation of the entire club will

be necessary to pull off a memorable and

successful event. We will know the date of the

show in September when San Francisco Rec and

Park fills out their 2018 schedule. In the meantime

keep working on your trees.  

                                                   – Brian Schindler

President’s Message

Years ago the Bonsai Society of San Francisco

participated in the San Francisco County Fair (there

was one then) in August with a small bonsai exhibit

in the back patio of the building where we hold our

meetings. From that small, cold venue we moved to

a show on our own in that very same building held in

various rooms: the library, the auditorium, the

gallery. When the opportunity arose to participate in

the SF Flower and Garden Show in the Cow Palace

at no cost to us and wonderful exposure to a huge

audience, we elected to join in, and it worked very

well for many years.

With the move to San Mateo the positive aspects

became more problematic. We still want to promote

our love of bonsai and our club and to show the

results of our endeavors. It is fun to show what we

have been working on and share our enthusiasm for

and joy in this wonderful hobby. And so we have

established a committee to develop a plan for

showing our trees at a venue in San Francisco in

2018. There are many details to be figured out,

many tasks to be done which need the help of as

many members as possible.

Think what you can add to the effort and sign up

with Brian or Eric. Let them have your ideas

for making this a wonderful event. 

– Andrea Burhoe, President   

    

From Shinji Suzuki’s garden   

Photo::Eric Schrader
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  SF Botanical Garden 

and Bonsai Society Workday

The next formal work day at the SF Botanical

Garden will be Saturday, August 5 at 10:30 AM.  Of

course, any of you who have already been oriented

to the nursery and our bonsai area can work on our

trees on any Saturday.  That would require that you

have attended at least one of our formal work days

and then registered yourself as a Botanical Garden

 volunteer.

John Dale repotting at the 

SF Botanical Garden/BSSF Workday

Please get in touch with me for any further
information, otherwise I hope to see you at the
SFBG nursery on August 5.                 
             – MaryLou Heslet, mheslet@sbcglobal.net 

 Meetings and Workshops

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place in

the County Fair Building at the corner of 9th

Avenue and Lincoln Way just inside Golden Gate

Park.  To secure a spot in any workshop or class,

please contact Christian Werk xnwerk[at

sign]gmail.com [608.216.8935] or Andrea Burhoe,

aburhoe[at sign]msn.com

July 13th, 2017:  Member Meeting Juniper

Practicum Lecture with Eric Schrader 

(Last names M - N bring refreshments) 

BRING YOUR PRACTICUM 

TREE to this meeting!

This summer's practicum

lecture will begin with an

additional review of

progress of each plant's

health and growth. 

Eighteen months after starting, the trees should be

healthy and growing quickly. We will continue with a

discussion of branch refinement techniques and

how to optimize growing for creation of fine

branching. Analysis of examples of bonsai showing

how branch structure can be developed to allow for

easy maintenance and added character. The goal

for this meeting is an increased understanding of

juniper branch refinement and maintenance

techniques.

July 15th, 2017: Juniper Practicum Workshop #3

Four time slots will be provided: 9:00; 10:45; 12:45;

2:30, limited to 7 participants per slot. Please

contact Christian Werk, xnwerk[at sign]gmail.com to

reserve your spot.

July 20, 2017: Third Thursday Member Free

Workshop

Aug 10th, 2017: Member Meeting Bonsai Toolkit

and Tool Maintenance with Gordon Deeg  (Last

names O - R bring refreshments)

Sep 10th, 2017: Bonsai Basics I Workshop

The cost for the class is $25 if you already have

trees provided.  If this is your first Bonsai Basics

class, let us know when you register.  You will need

to pay an extra $50 to receive two trees for the

workshop.  9AM to 1PM in the Garden Club Room.

Sep 14th, 2017: Member Meeting BSSF

Fundraiser Auction (Last names S bring

refreshments) Each September we raise money for

BSSF to pay for the talent and material for our

member programs. We ask all members donate

material for the auction and be present to bid on

items you want to add to your collection.
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Oct 7th, 2017: Master Series Workshop with

Peter Tea

Peter Tea will be here in October for the next

Master Series workshop. Workshop is $120 and

limited to 6 participants. 9:30AM – 5:30PM in the

Garden Club Room.

Other Planned Programs for 2017:

Oct 12th, 2017: Member Meeting: Styling with

Ivan Hernandez, Gary Tom and Oscar Patzan

(Last names T - V bring refreshments)

Nov 4th, 2017: Master Series Workshop with

Matt Reel

Nov 9th, 2017: Member Meeting:  Austin

Heitzman & Bespoke Bonsai Stands (Last names

W - Z bring refreshments)

Dec 10th, 2017: Bonsai Basics II Workshop

Dec 14th, 2017: Annual Holiday Party Member

Sale benefitting BGLM (Everyone contributes to

potluck) 

Bay Area Bonsai Notes for July

July is really a time when you have to keep a close

eye on your trees.  If the weather is hot, then make

sure that the trees have enough water, not only to

keep them from drying out but to allow the growth

to really take off.  If it is cool, wet and windy, do

your best to keep the trees out of the wind.  Wind is

more damaging than sun to trees.  While the sun

will dry a tree out, it also provides food to the tree. 

But the wind will only dry out and kill leaves and

branches.  If you live in a windy section of the city,

put your trees in a location that minimizes their

exposure.  Erect some sort of wind baffle if you

can, or take advantage of fences and houses to

minimize the exposure of the tree.  Often you will

have to sacrifice sun exposure to protect the tree

from wind.  If this is the case, make sure to rotate

the tree so that all the branches still get sun. 

Rotate a quarter turn every two weeks or half turn

every month, or whenever you remember.  Just

make sure that light exposure is as even as

possible.

Keep an eye on wire; on deciduous trees wire can

bite into the branch in as little as a couple weeks. 

On small branches, one wiring when the branch is

tender will usually set it in place pretty quickly.  This

is because the wood has just started to form on the

inside of the branch, so when the wire is removed

there is nothing there to pull the branch back to its

original shape.  But use caution when wiring tender

young branches as they can easily be snapped, or

broken off completely.

Continue fertilization of your trees. Use different

kinds of fertilizer at different times.  No one fertilizer

will be able to provide all the nutrients that your

trees need.  I use cakes that I make when I need

them, but I frequently also fertilize with Miracle Gro,

Miracid, Dynagro or other liquid fertilizer.  I also use

time-release pellets like Osmocote on trees to

provide nutrients when cakes get old and I forget to

add new ones.  Fast growing trees will need more

nutrients than slow growing ones.     

                                               – Lawrence LeClaire   

            (reprinted from Fog City Bonsai, July 2008)

BSSF Announcements 

Docenting at the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt

Enjoy a Saturday afternoon docenting at the Bonsai

Garden in Oakland.  BSSF volunteers every month

on the third Saturday at 1 PM.  This month we are

looking for one or two people to join Diana Lum,

who is subbing for John Dale, on July 15, 1 to 4 PM.

No matter your skill level, you can help care for

these wonderful trees and educate the public about

the art of bonsai.  Sign up at the July 13 general

meeting, or contact Diana at dlum1[at]sfwcf.ccom or

415-425-7794. To volunteer at other times, contact

John McKisich, BGLM Docent Coordinator, at

mityglo@aol.com, 650-477-8540.

BSSF Club Membership

Is your membership current?  2017 Membership

fees are $30 for individuals, $50 for families, and

$20 for seniors. Checks are payable to BSSF and

can be mailed to 

BSSF Treasurer

7 Gateview Court

San Francisco CA 94116-1941 

A Membership/Renewal form is available at 

sfwcf.com/bssfmbr.pdf.  
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Bonsai Sales at Monthly Meetings   Remember

that any time during the year you wish to sell

bonsai trees, the BSSF invites you to bring the

trees to our monthly meetings (except September)

or work-shops..  The club receives 20% of the

purchase price.  Additionally, feel free to bring your

trees for Show and Tell at the monthly meetings to

inspire other members

BSSF Bonsai Library   The BSSF has on hand a

large assortment of books, magazines, and other

literature about our favorite hobby.  To access the

library, arrive early at either the monthly meeting or

the monthly workshop and speak to Bernard

Marque.  Checking out materials requires a $5

deposit per item. 

BSSF Care Guide   The BSSF guide to seasonal

bonsai care in the San Francisco Bay Area is

available on the BSSF webpage,

www.bssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2006/03/ 

BSSFYearlyCareCalendar.pdf .

Other Bonsai Events in the Bay Area   

July 12, 2017  Oakland

East Bay Bonsai Society Annual Auction at the

Lakeside Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Ave. at 

7:30 PM (preview opens at 7:00 PM)   Bonsai

trees, pots, tools, and accessories.

 August 26 – 27, 2017  Santa Rosa

Redwood Empire Bonsai Society (REBS) 34th

Annual Bonsai Show at the Santa Rosa Veterans

Memorial Building, 1351 Maple Avenue.  Featuring

Bonsai Master Artist Kathy Shaner, demonstrations

both days 1 to 3 PM.  Largest bonsai exhibition,

vendors, silent auctions or “buy it now”.  Free

admission and parking.  Contact: Bob Shimon 

707-884-4126 or shimon@mcn.org, 

www.rebsbonsai.org

     BSSF Website:  www.bssf.org

 

BSSF Officers and Board of Directors

President – Andrea Burhoe    415-824-9315
                                     aburhoe@msn..com
Vice President – Christian Werk
Treasurer – Dave Gomberg
Secretary  – Huyen Choeun
Past President – Eric Schrader
Board Members-at-Large –  Jain Haggerstone,  
    Ryan Iwata, Oscar Patzan, Brian Schindler
Additional Staff:
Newsletters– Diana Lum and Dave Gomberg
Raffle – Bill Daniels
Fundraising – Alison Seaman
Cherry Blossom Show –  Brian Schindler
Librarian – Bernard Marque
Web Site & Collateral Design – Eric Schrader    

About the Club: 
The Bonsai Society of San Francisco exists to
encourage the enjoyment of the art of bonsai. Whether
defined simply as a tree in a tray or taken to the
heights of a living fine art form, we come together to
share our joy and curiosity for growing living trees and
our enthusiasm for keeping them healthy and
beautiful.  We invite new members who share these
interests. 

BSSF General Meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of
the month at 7:15PM.  The Members Workshop is the
following Thursday (3rd Thursday of the month) at
7:00PM.  BSSF Board Meetings are held on the
4th Monday at 7:00PM.  All meetings occur in the
County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue
and Lincoln Way.  Enter through the parking lot
at10th Ave and Lincoln and walk along the path behind
the building to the doorway to the Recreation Room

      
   

      

  
      

  Map to the County Fair Building, Golden Gate Park
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