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Events at-a-Glance ..

June 8*   – Member Meeting –  Evaluating Material to 
      Purchase with Jonas Dupuich

June 15  – Third Thursday Members Free Workshop

July 13*  – Member Meeting – Juniper Practicum  
                  Lecture with Eric Schrader

July 15* – Juniper Practicum Workshop #3

       * New dates
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The BSSF 2018 Show   

As most of you are aware, BSSF is planning a show

for early next year. The site will be the Gallery in the

SF County Fair Building. We are planning a show

over a weekend. Set-up would be Friday with the

show being Saturday and Sunday. The Ikebana

show earlier this year showed us how stunning this

venue can be. We will not have a finalized date for

the show until early this fall when we can reserve a

date for 2018 with the SF Recreation and Parks

Department, but we are planning for February or

March. Eric Schrader and I will serve as co-chairs

for the show. 

In order to be successful we will need the help of

the entire club. The first thing to be done is to

identify trees in your collection that might be

candidates to be shown and begin working on them

to get them ready. Bring the trees to the Third 

Thursday Workshop; go to the Masters Workshops

in the fall; think about the qualities of a tree that

make it “show ready”. Is the pot right for the tree?

Do I have a stand that works with the tree? How do I

get my tree into optimum health? All of these

considerations are part of your decision process for

your trees moving forward. For our newer members,
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try to go to other bonsai shows to get ideas. There is

a list of shows in this newsletter on page 5 and more

on the GSBF website http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org,

Events page.   

This is a very exciting time for the club. We are

taking the training wheels off and having “our own

show”. With everyone’s help it will be spectacular.

                              -– Brian Schindler

 

President’s Message

Jonas Dupuich’s Work Parties  

In March, BSSF members worked on trees with

Jonas at his nursery, and here is what we

accomplished!  Rows of small pre-bonsai repotted

and ready to grow some more.  Work parties have

started again with cleaning young junipers and, for

some members, cleaning out older junipers in

preparation for later wiring. More work will come with

de-candling and needle-pulling on pines.  Jonas has

set up a link to sign up for participating in those work

parties: https://bonsaitonight.com/workshops/ There

is room for only a few at a time, so sign up as soon

as you can. If the dates do not work for your

schedule, contact Jonas to see whether another date

is possible.  Practice is the best possible way to learn

the techniques

to create good

bonsai.   

Take advantage

of this wonderful

opportunity.

        – Andrea    

           Burhoe

May Program: Ryan Nichols on Water

On May 11th, Ryan Nichols

was kind enough to give a

guest presentation to the

BSSF.  His talk focused on

watering and the 17

essential minerals and

nutrients found in plants. 

Some nutrients might be

familiar to us, such as

nitrogen, phosphorus, and

potassium, while others

such as calcium,

magnesium (still in high

concentration) tend to be forgotten. Sulfur, curiously

enough, tends to be a carrier for potassium,

magnesium and nitrogen. Water, being made up of

hydrogen and oxygen, distributes nutrients and plant

food in addition to functioning with photosynthesis.

Stomata,

the "doors"

which allow

CO2 and O2

molecules

to pass in

and out of

the plant,

open and

close due to

change in

light, heat or lack of water essentially forcing growth

to stop. This information is useful to keep in mind

because when we mist our trees or increase

humidity, we provide a way of overcoming

dehydrating, reducing the loss of water through the

stomata. This is especially important on those warm

overcast days

Ryan emphasized that we could achieve the ideal

balance through proper watering, great sunlight,

correct placement on the bench, and fertilizing

appropriately while supplementing with good

bacteria and fungi. It was truly informational and

anyone looking to delve deeper into the science of

plants would be hard pressed to find someone as

passionate and knowledgeable as Ryan Nichols.

                                            -– Christian Werk
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SF Botanical Garden 

and Bonsai Society Workday

This has been such a fun and productive project.  In

May, there were five of us working on repotting and

watching Brian Schindler style an old olive tree.  We

also picked out some other older trees to work on

and took cuttings from an unusual holly tree.  Our

next work day is scheduled for Saturday, July 1, from

10:30AM to 1:00PM at the San Francisco Botanical

Garden nursery.  Contact MaryLou Heslet for further

information  mheslet@sbcglobal.net.  Or just show

up.                                           – MaryLou Heslet

Bonsai Notes for June 

In June, take some time to sit down and wire all the

new growth on your trees.  Wiring is the fastest way

to make a branch useful.  Instead of cutting the

branch off, wire it!  It will be much easier to introduce

movement in the branch while it is still green.  Once it

has hardened later in the year, achieving the curves

you need to give interest will be more difficult.  Still,

keep an eye out for wire cutting into your branches. 

Pay particular focus on fast-growing and therefore

thickening branches.  They will show wire cuts first!

Fertilization should be continuing on trees through

the growing season; don’t stop fertilization until fall. 

Different species should be fertilized differently:

pines and junipers need heavy fertilizing while

deciduous trees need less.  Especially for older

deciduous trees that have a good silhouette, over-

fertilization is as much of a problem as under-

fertilization.  Walk a fine line and you will be

rewarded with a healthy tree and not be cursed with

leggy growth.

          (Reprinted from Fog City Bonsai, June 2010.)

BSSF Meetings and Workshops 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place in

the County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way just inside Golden Gate Park.  To

secure a spot in any workshop or class, contact

Christian Werk, xnwerk[at sign]gmail.com

[608.216.8935] or Andrea Burhoe,  aburhoe[at

sign]msn.com

Please note the order of the  

June and July programs are reversed.

June 8, 2017: Member Meeting Evaluating Material

to Purchase with Jonas Dupuich 

(Last names K - L bring refreshments)

Jonas Dupuich, the well-

known proprietor of Bonsai

Tonight and seasoned

blogger, will be on hand to

educate members on how

to look at material for

purposes of making

purchasing decisions. Many

bonsai are bought and sold  

at shows and it take a keen      Photo: Eric Schrader

eye and some knowledge to know which tree will

round out your collection and grow well in your yard.

June 15, 2017: Third Thursday Member Free

Workshop

July 13, 2017: Member Meeting Juniper Practicum

Lecture with Eric Schrader (Last names M - N bring

refreshments) 

  
BRING YOUR

PRACTICUM TREE to this

meeting!

This spring’s Practicum

lecture will begin with an

additional review of

progress of each plant’s

health and growth.                  Photo: Eric Schrader

Eighteen months after starting, the trees should 

be healthy and growing quickly. We will continue

with a discussion of branch refinement techniques

and how to optimize growing for creation of fine

branching. Analysis of examples of bonsai showing

how branch structure can be developed to allow for
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easy maintenance and added character. The goal for

this meeting is an increased understanding of juniper

branch refinement and maintenance techniques.

July 15, 2017: Juniper Practicum Workshop #3

Four time slots will be provided: 9:00; 10:45; 12:45;

2:30, limited to 7 participants per slot.

Aug 10, 2017: Member Meeting Bonsai Toolkit and
Tool Maintenance with Gordon Deeg (Last names 
O - R bring refreshments)

Sep 10, 2017: Bonsai Basics I Workshop

The cost for the class is $25 if you already have

trees provided.  If this is your first Bonsai Basics

class, let us know when you register.  You will need

to pay an extra $50 to receive two trees for the

workshop. 9AM to 1PM in the Garden Club Room.

Sep 14, 2017: Member Meeting BSSF Fundraiser

Auction (Last names S bring refreshments)

Each September we raise money for BSSF to pay for

the talent and material for our member programs.

We ask that you donate material for the auction and

be present to bid on items you want to add to your

collection.

Oct 7, 2017: Master Series Workshop with 

Peter Tea 

Peter Tea will be here in October for the next Master

Series workshop. Workshop is $120 and limited to 6

participants. 9:30AM – 5:30PM in the Garden Club

Room.

Other Planned Programs for 2017:

Oct 12, 2017: Monthly Meeting: Styling with 

Ivan Hernandez, Gary Tom and Oscar Patzan 

(Last names T - V bring refreshments)

Nov 4, 2017: Master Series Workshop with 

Matt Reel

Nov 9, 2017: Member Meeting

(Last names W - Z bring refreshments)

Dec 10, 2017: Bonsai Basics II Workshop

Dec 14, 2017: Annual Holiday Party 

Member Sale benefitting BGLM (Everyone

contributes to potluck.)
                      

                    From Shinji Suzuki’s garden
                                Photo: Eric Schrader

BSSF Announcements 

Docenting at the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt 

John Dale invites volunteers to join him to docent at

the Bonsai Garden in Oakland on June 17 or any

other third Saturday at 1PM. We’re especially

looking for two members to docent at the garden on

July 15. No matter your skill level, you can help care

for these wonderful trees and educate the public

about the art of bonsai.  Sign up with John Dale at a

general meeting. To volunteer at other times,

contact John McKisich, BGLM Docent Coordinator,

at mityglo@aol.com, 650-477-8540.

BSSF Club Membership

Is your membership current?  2017 Membership

fees are $30 for individuals, $50 for families, and

$20 for seniors. Checks are payable to BSSF and

can be mailed to 

BSSF Treasurer

7 Gateview Court

San Francisco CA 94116-1941 

A Membership/Renewal form is available at 

SFWCF.COM/BSSFMbr.pdf  (This link is case-

sensitive.)

Bonsai Sales at Monthly Meetings   Remember

that any time during the year you wish to sell bonsai

trees, the BSSF invites you to bring the trees to our

monthly meetings (except September) or work-

shops..  The club receives 20% of the purchase

price.  Addition-ally, feel free to bring your trees for

Show and Tell at the monthly meetings to inspire

other members
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BSSF Bonsai Library   The BSSF has on hand a

large assortment of books, magazines, and other

literature about our favorite hobby.  To access the

library, arrive early at either the monthly meeting or

the monthly workshop and speak to Bernard Marque. 

Checking out materials requires a $5 deposit per

item. 

BSSF Care Guide   The BSSF guide to seasonal

bonsai care in the San Francisco Bay Area is

available on the BSSF webpage,

www.bssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2006/03/BSSFYea

rlyCareCalendar.pdf . The one-page guide can also

be found in the July 2016 issue of Fog City Bonsai,

page 8. 

Other Bonsai Events in the Bay Area   

June 3 - 4, 2017  San Mateo

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai: 34th Annual Show at the

San Mateo Garden Center. 605 Parkside Way (next

to Beresford Park). Show hours are 10 AM - 4 PM

both days, with demonstration by Matt Reel from 

1 – 3 PM on Saturday (tree will be raffled off at the

conclusion of his demo). On Sunday Matt will lead an

open-view workshop from Noon – 3 PM (one of the

workshop trees will be raffled at the conclusion).

Large club member plant sale, vendors, door prizes

and their always popular raffles. Admission is free.

Dr. Bonsai will be available to offer styling and care

tips. For more information contact Marsha Mekisich

at eclectic.gardener@yahoo.com.

June 4, 2017  Seaside

Monterey Bonsai Club: 54th Annual Exhibition at

the Monterey Buddhist Temple, 1150 Noche Buena

Street. Show hours are 11 AM - 4 PM.

Demonstration at 1:30 PM by Katsumi Kinoshita.

Silent auction area will include bonsai, pots and

plants. For more information: email Rich Guillen at

richguillen@sbcglobal.net or Drew Tucker at

dtucker1286@gmail.com.

June 17 - 18, 2017 Livermore

Valley Bonsai Society: 9th Annual Show at Alden

Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane. Show hours are 10

AM to 4 PM with a demonstration at 1 PM on both

days. The finished tree will be raffled off at the end

of the demonstrations. Admission is free. For

additional information contact Charles Harder at

bonsainut@comcast.net

June 24 – 25, 2017  Palo Alto

Kusamura Bonsai Club: 57th Annual Show will

be held at the Lucie Stern Community Center, 

1305 Middlefield Road.  Hours are Saturday, Noon –

5 PM, and Sunday 11 AM - 5 PM with

demonstrations at 1:30 PM each day. Saturday

demonstration provided by Jonas Dupuich of Bonsai

Tonight. Sunday demonstration provided by club

members. Free admission. Bonsai trees, pots, and

other bonsai-related items will be for sale. For more

information contact Charlene Fischer at

charlenerae@mac.com, www.kusamurabonsai.org.

August 26 – 27, 2017  Santa Rosa

Redwood Empire Bonsai Society (REBS) 34th

Annual Bonsai Show at the Santa Rosa Veterans

Memorial Building, 1351 Maple Avenue.  Featuring

Bonsai Master Artist Kathy Shaner, demonstrations

both days 1 to 3 PM.  Largest bonsai exhibition,

vendors, silent auctions or “buy it now”.  Free

admission and parking.  Contact: Bob Shimon 

707-884-4126 or shimon@mcn.org, 

www.rebsbonsai.org

October 7th, 2017  Cupertino

Midori Bonsai Club: 56th Annual Bonsai Show at

the Quinlan Community Center, 10185 N. Stelling

Road, from 10 AM – 5 PM with a bonsai

demonstration by Juan Cruz at 1:30 PM. The

demonstration tree will be raffled off at the end of

the demonstration. There will be a Beginners

Workshop for those new to bonsai at 10 AM for a

nominal fee. A tree will be provided along with basic

instruction. Members will be available to take a look,

and advise you, on any bonsai you’d like to bring in.

There will be several bonsai vendors to supply you

with plant material, tools, pots, etc, and a club

member’s plant sale. Admission is free with plenty

of parking available.
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Bonsai soil is like a box of

chocolates.  You never know what 

you’re gonna get until it grows

-- the bonsai tree, that is.....

                        — Bill Daniels           

 BSSF Officers and Board of Directors

President – Andrea Burhoe    415-824-9315

                                     aburhoe@msn..com

Vice President – Christian Werk

Treasurer – Dave Gomberg

Secretary  – Huyen Choeun

Past President – Eric Schrader

Board Members-at-Large –  Jain Haggerstone,  

    Ryan Iwata, Oscar Patzan, Brian Schindler

Additional Contributors:

Newsletters– Diana Lum and Dave Gomberg

Raffle – Bill Daniels

Fundraising – Alison Seaman

Cherry Blossom Show –  Brian Schindler

Librarian – Bernard Marque

Web Site & Collateral Design – Eric Schrader    

About the Club: 
The Bonsai Society of San Francisco exists to
encourage the enjoyment of the art of bonsai.
Whether defined simply as a tree in a tray or taken to
the heights of a living fine art form, we come together
to share our joy and curiosity for growing living trees
and our enthusiasm for keeping them healthy and
beautiful.  We invite new members who share these
interests. 

BSSF General Meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of
the month at 7:15PM.  The Members Workshop is
the following Thursday (3rd Thursday of the month)
at 7:00PM.  BSSF Board Meetings are held on the
4th Monday at 7:00PM.  All meetings occur in the
County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue
and Lincoln Way.  Enter through the parking lot
at10th Ave and Lincoln and walk along the path
behind the building to the doorway to the Recreation
Room

           BSSF Website:  www.bssf.org

       

  

       Map to the County Fair Building,
                      Golden Gate Park
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