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Events at-a-glance ...

Jan 6 -- Final Juniper Practicum Workshop
 
Jan 1 – General Meeting: Juniper Practicum 
Wrap-up and Show -  with Eric Schrader
 
Jan 18 – Free Third Thursday Member Workshop

Feb 4 – Bonsai Basics II Class 

Feb 8 – General Meeting:  Repotting and How to Pick
the Right Pot – with Gary Tom and Bernard Marque
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January 11 General Meetng
Juniper Practicum Wrap-up and Show

Eric Schrader

For our January 11th general meeting, please bring

your Practicum juniper in its show-ready form to the

meeting and bring along any accompanying items

for display purposes.   If you attended the January

6th workshop, then hopefully your tree is repotted

into a show container, cleaned up and ready for the

show

We will have a mini show where we compare notes,

and then we will have a vote to see who the

participants believe has made the best tree in just

two years!

Workshop participants present at this meeting will

vote on the best tree. Each vote will count as one

point. Participants will also receive one point for

each Practicum workshop they attended. The

participant with the most points will be the winner,

second place to the participant with second most

points and third place to the participant with the third

most points. In the event of a tie, BSSF members

present at the meeting who did not participate in the

series will be asked to vote for the best tree to break

the tie. If there is still a tie, the cash prizes will be

pooled and split evenly among the tied participants.
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President's Message  

Andrea Burhoe

Happy New Year everyone,

I hope the holiday season was all that you

expected and that the new year will be a good one.

A warm welcome to our new Board members

Debra Bleemer and Lucky Fung. Expect to have

Debra contacting you to talk about Club activities

and business and to see Lucky collecting your

dues. I know they will be fine additions to our

Board.

Unfinished business from 2017: We still need

additional Board members, a Vice President and a

Secretary.

In the bonsai world in the San Francisco Bay Area,

it continues to be repotting time for many of

your trees. If you need help, bring your tree to the

Third Thursday workshop on January 18, when Eric

and others will be there to help. Also, think about

what you might want to put in our proposed spring

show and begin preparing your tree whether you

are beginning or have been working on your trees

for years. Trees always need special attention for

shows. There will be another opportunity to work on

repotting at the February meeting when Gary Tom

and Bernard Marque will do a presentation on

pairing pots and trees, along with repotting. Plan to

bring any material you would like them to help you

with or evaluate.

SF Botanical Garden / BSSF Workday

Our next work day at the San Francisco Botanical

Garden will be Saturday, Jan. 13.  We have plenty

of good trees to repot so please come to help out

with repotting.  If you have any pots you don't need,

please bring them along.  Saturday, January 13,

from 10:30 until about 2:00pm.

             MaryLou Heslet    mheslet@sbcglobal.net 

 Notes on December Holiday Party 

 Dave Gomberg

On December 14th,

BSSF held its annual

holiday party featuring

great potluck food, a

marvelous set of main

dishes by Christian

Werk, and a large table

of silent auction items

which raised funds for

the society.  There was

also a raffle where

everyone was a winner,

with more great prizes.

It was a treat to see so

many members, old and

new.

The net proceeds of the auction will be donated to

the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt Curator's Fund in

support of the important work of Cathy Shaner.
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In Memorium

In 2017 BSSF lost two members who made
ground-breaking contributions to the society.

Marge Casey joined BSSF about 10 years ago
with her husband Dan.  Marge served as BSSF
Treasurer for 3 years until late 2016.   She also
staffed sales at club shows and auctions and
organized processing of sales revenues. Marge
succumbed to cancer in February of 2017.

Sandra Meyer was a BSSF member for 30+
years with her husband Burton. Sandra was a
past member of the Board of Directors and
served as Club President.  She loved accent
plants and was a frequent presenter at our
general meetings and workshops.  In 2015
Sandra and Burt were awarded Honorary
Membership in BSSF. She also served as
greeter and information "officer" at bonsai shows
and ran hospitality at general meetings.  Sandra
died in August of 2017.

BSSF was very grateful for their service.  We
miss them.   Donations were made to the GSBF
Bonsal Garden of Lake Merritt in their honor.

Photo by Eric Schrader

Meet Board Member Debra Bleemer 

I am a new BSSF board member.   I have been a

member of BSSF for about six years,  I am not new

to the club, just the board.

I was a docent at the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt

for two years taking the third Saturday BSSFshift at

BGLM.   It was a very rewarding experience and I

suggest every member take a regular Saturday

afternoon turn there,

I live out by the Cliff House, cold and foggy all

summer.  I have had to create a growing

environment indoors, still learning what trees will

and won't work as indoor bonsai. Very challenging.

I want to serve as a liaison between the Board and

the members.  The board is very involved with the

business of running the club, getting ready for

shows, and arranging for monthly speakers.  I want

to talk with you members and see what the club

should do for you.  I feel like there are some bonsai

related activities we could do that would be fun…

During the Christmas Party,  I passed out a survey

asking the members there what direction they

would like the club to take.  I'll have copies of the

survey at the club meetings for the next few months

so everyone can have a chance to let the board

know what they would like the club to do for them.

Please feel free to approach me, Debra Bleemer.
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BSSF Meetings and Workshops

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place in

the Garden Club Room, SF County Fair Building at

the corner of 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way just

inside Golden Gate Park.  To secure a spot in any

workshop or class, please reach out to Andrea

Burhoe,  aburhoe[at sign]msn.com

Jan 6, 2018: Final Juniper Practicum Workshop

Preparation for show and judging that will be held

at the January 11 general meeting. Practicum

participants: contact Eric Schrader with the

time you would like to come: 10, 11, 12, or 1PM.

Eric’s contact is  eric@phutu.com or 

415-823-7984. 

Jan 11, 2018:  General Meeting – Juniper

Practicum Wrap-up and Show - Eric Schrader

(Last names A - B  Bring refreshments)

Practicum participants:  bring repotted trees to

show and for judging.  Everyone gets to vote. 

Refer to  page 1 for full meeting description.  

Jan 18, 2018: Free Third Thursday Member

Workshop.  7 PM to 9 PM.

Feb 4, 2018:  Bonsai Basics II Class

Check back later for time and details.

Feb 8, 2018: General Meeting – Repotting and 

How to Pick the Right Pot – Gary Tom and Bernard

Marque.    

(Last names C  Bring refreshments)

Plan to bring material you would like help with.

Bonsai Care for January

January – quite possibly the busiest month of the

year for bonsai work.  So first, catch up with work

from the Fall.  Cut off any remaining leaves.  The

past few weeks of cold temperatures should have

done the trick.  If not, use your scissors to remove

them.  For fruiting and flowering trees that need

repotting, go ahead and repot before new growth

starts.

Bonsai Care for January  (cont.)

Although the rain has been irregular and there is

less sunlight, make sure the roots of your trees are

not constantly soaked.  If drainage is a problem, tilt

the tree to one side.  If the top layer of soil is too

dense, scrape away the bad soil and add fresh. 

Tag the tree for repotting later this spring.  Adjust

your watering schedule.  While it is important that a

tree does not remain constantly soaked, you still

must water to flush the soil of stagnant water and

CO2 to keep the roots healthy.

Systematically go through your trees one by one. 

Make notes about what needs to be done.  If

rewiring, now is the time.  Large cuts and heavy

bends can be made now that your tree is dormant. 

For heavy bends, use raffia and heavy wire.  Pay

attention to the silhouette you are trying to achieve

for the tree.  Examine the structure of branches on

deciduous trees.  If internodes are too long, cut

back the branch.  Look for multiple buds along

branches.  Remove strong buds and leave ones that

are in more ideal positions.

Set aside those trees you plan to show.  Pick out all

trees with show potential.  You may only show a

fraction of them, but in case a tree doesn’t respond

to show preparation, you will have a backup.  

Start looking for moss!  With the new rain, moss is

popping up in side walk cracks.  Collect it now and

keep it in trays on top of a layer of bonsai soil or

sphagnum.  It will stay green as long as you water it,

because in May wild green moss will be tough to

find.

As the days become longer and the sun begins to

shine more on your growing area, keep an eye out

for trees that begin to grow.  For some trees, the

window for repotting is small, sometimes only a

week.  As buds begin to swell, roots will begin to

grow.  If you miss the window, you may have to wait

another year for the opportunity.  – Adapted from

John Boyce from Fog City Bonsai, January 2010.
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BSSF Announcements

Docenting at the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt 

Join John Dale to docent at the Bonsai Garden in

Oakland on January 20 or any other third Saturday

at 1PM.  No matter your skill level, you can help

care for these wonderful trees and educate the

public about the art of bonsai.  Sign up with John

Dale at a general meeting.  To volunteer at other

times, contact John McKisich, BGLM Docent

Coordinator, at mityglo@aol.com, 650-477-8540 

BSSF Club Membership   It’s membership

renewal time.  Renew by February 28, 2018.  Dues

have not changed and are still $30 for individuals,

$50 for families, and $20 for seniors. For new

members who joined after November 1, 2017, full

fee covers period through December 2018. 

Checks are payable to BSSF and can be mailed to 

BSSF Treasurer

1917 17th Avenue

San Francisco CA 94116-1243 

A Membership/Renewal form is included on page 7

of this newsletter.  The form can also be

downloaded at sfwcf.com/bssfmbr.pdf. 

Bonsai Sales at Monthly Meetings   Remember

that any time during the year you wish to sell

bonsai trees, the BSSF invites you to bring the

trees to our monthly meetings (except September

and December) or workshops.  The club receives

20% of the purchase price.  Additionally, feel free

to bring your trees for Show and Tell at the monthly

meetings to inspire other members

BSSF Bonsai Library   The BSSF has on hand a

large assortment of books, magazines, and other

literature about our favorite hobby.  To access the

library, arrive early at either the monthly meeting or

the monthly workshop and speak to Bernard

Marque.  Checking out materials requires a $5

deposit per item. 

BSSF Care Guide   The BSSF guide to seasonal

bonsai care in the San Francisco Bay Area is

available on the BSSF webpage,

www.bssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2006/03/ 

BSSFYearlyCareCalendar.pdf .

Upcoming Bonsai Events 

February 2 - 4, 2018  Santa Nella

California Shohin Seminar, Hotel Mission De Oro,

13070 S. Highway 33.   Hours: Friday 2 - 5 PM,

Saturday 8 AM - 10 PM, Sunday 8 AM - 11:30 AM. 

Exhibits, vendors, demonstrations, and workshops. 

For registration and further information, visit their

website at calshohin.org.

February 17 – 18, 2018 Oakland

GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: The

Annual Mammoth Auction and Sale Fund Raiser

will be held at the Lakeside Park Garden Center,

666 Bellevue Ave., Lake Merritt. Saturday: Auction

preview at Noon with Auction starting at 1 PM.

Sunday: Vendor Sales start at 9 AM; Plant Sales

start at 10 AM; Demonstrations start at 1 PM.

Everyone is encouraged to submit their bonsai and

bonsai related items for consideration to be included

in the Mammoth Auction at the earliest date

possible. The Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt will be

open that weekend 10 AM to 4 PM on Saturday, and

Noon to 4 PM on Sunday. Please visit the Garden

and observe the many installments under the

Garden Revitalization Opportunity (GRO) project.

For more information or to sell bonsai, email

bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com and visit

http://gsbf-lakemerritt.org.

Feb. 24 – 25, 2018 San Marino

Bonsai-A-Thon XXII at the Huntington Library and

Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. This is the

annual fundraiser for the GSBF Collection at The

Huntington. Event admission is free with

Bonsai-A-Thon “early bird” registration between

7:30 AM - 9 AM. Event hours are 8 AM – 5 PM both

days. Pancake breakfast, demonstrations, lunch,

bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle and auction.

For more information visit www.gsbfhuntington.com
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March 24 – 25, 2018 Oakland

Bay Area Bonsai Associates: 37th Annual

Bonsai Exhibition at the Lakeside Park Garden

Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue. Show hours are 

5 – 9 PM Saturday and 10 AM – 4 PM Sunday.

Light dinner at 5:30 PM Saturday followed by a

bonsai demonstration by club members from

6:30 to 9 PM. Benefit drawing of demo tree(s).

Winning ticket must be present to win. Sales of

plants, bonsai, and other bonsai related items both

days. Admission is free. Parking fee to the

Lakeside Park entrance is required during the park

hours. For more information, please contact Janice

Dilbeck janicedilbeck@comcast.net

March 31 – April 1, 2018 Sacramento

Bonsai Sekiyu Kai: 41st Annual Show at the

Sacramento Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside Blvd.

Show hours are 10 AM – 4 PM daily with a

demonstration at 2 PM. Amenities include

refreshments, light snacks, door prizes, raffles and

a silent auction. Member and vendor sales of

plants and bonsai-related items, as well as a food

vendor. For more information contact Bonsai

Sekiyu Kai at bonsaisekiyukai@gmail.com.

April 6 - 7, 2018 Fresno

GSBF Clark Bonsai Collection at Shinzen:

Köen-Nai No Bonsai, Bonsai in the Park, 7775

North Friant Road. We have planned a new event

style this year. Join us for an afternoon BBQ on

Friday and a full day of bonsai on Saturday.

April 14 - 15, 2018 Sacramento

American Bonsai Association, Sacramento:

Annual Spring Show at the Shepard Garden and

Arts Center in McKinley Park, 3330 McKinley Blvd.

Show hours are 10 AM - 4 PM with demonstrations

by Peter Tea at 1:30 PM both days and a hands-on

beginner workshop Sunday morning from 10 AM –

12 PM. There is a large member and vendor sales

area, plenty of free parking and admission. A

benefit drawing follows the demonstration each day

and will include that day’s demonstration tree and

many bonsai and bonsai related items. For

additional information call Renee Seely (916)

929-2106 or email breadcrust@comcast.net , or

visit our website http://abasbonsai.org.

April 14 - 15, 2018 San Jose

San Jose Betsuin Bonsai Club: 47th Annual

Spring Exhibit at the San Jose Buddhist Church

Betsuin, 640 North Fifth Street. Hours are Noon –

5 PM Saturday and 11 AM – 4 PM Sunday with

demonstration at 1PM both days. Sales of plants

and pots by the club and sales by vendors. For

information call Jim Urhausen (408) 275-8059.

April 14 - 15, 2018 Santa Cruz

Santa Cruz Bonsai Kai: 30th Annual Bonsai

Show at the Museum of Art & History, 705 Front

Street. Show hours are from 10 AM - 5 PM with

demonstration at 2 PM both days. Saturday’s

demonstrator is Jonas Dupuich and Sunday’s is yet

to be determined. Demonstration tree and trees

prepared by club members will be part of the raffle

after each day's demonstration. Sales area will

include quality vendor and member trees, pots, and

other related bonsai items. In addition, enjoy the

Watsonville Taiko Drummers, a Martial Arts

demonstration, and other Japanese cultural events

in the recently revitalized Abbott Square next to the

Museum. Admission is $5.00 for both the Museum

and the Bonsai Show. For more information, contact

Ed Lambing at edinbonnydoon@comcast.net.

April 21 – 22, 2018 Palo Alto

Kusamura Bonsai Club: 58th Annual Show, Lucie

Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Road.

Show hours are Noon – 5 PM Saturday, and 

11 AM - 5 PM Sunday with demonstrations at 

1:30 PM each day. Saturday's demonstration by

Darren and Laura Wong (Soh-Ju-En Satsuki

Bonsai) and Sunday's demonstration by club

members. Free admission and kids corner. Bonsai

trees, pots, and other bonsai-related items will be

for sale. For more information contact Charlene

Fischer at charlenerae@mac.com or visit

www.kusamurabonsai.org.
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 BSSF  Bonsai Society of San Francisco   2018   Membership Application / Renewal Form

 Member Name (print): _______________________________________ Date: _____________

 Email (used only for BSSF business) (print):_________________________________________

 Address: ____________________________________________________________________

 City / State / Zip: _____________________________________________________________

 Telephone:  Home: ___________________________   Cell:____________________________

 Family Membership Name(s): ____________________________________________________

 Amount paid: __________   Dues: $30 for Individual members, $50 for Family, $20 for Seniors

 New members joining between July 1 and Oct 31, send half.
 New members joining after Nov 1, 2017 send full amount for current and next year.
 2018 renewals due before Feb 28, 2018.  

 Check payable to Bonsai Society of San Francisco, or BSSF.  Mail to:

     

      BSSF Treasurer                                         
        1917 17th Avenue                                             
       San Francisco CA 94116-1243                                                                      

BSSF Officers and Directors 
 
President – Andrea Burhoe    415-824-9315

                                        aburhoe@msn.com

Vice President – vacant

Treasurer – Lucky Fung

Secretary  – vacant

Past President – Eric Schrader

Board Members-at-Large – Debra Bleemer, 

    Jain Haggerstone, Ryan Iwata, Oscar Patzan

    Brian Schindler

Additional Staff:

Newsletters– Diana Lum and Dave Gomberg

Raffle – Bill Daniels

2018 Show – Eric Schrader and Brian Schindler

Librarian – Bernard Marque

Web Site & Collateral Design – Eric Schrader 

About the Club

The Bonsai Society of San Francisco exists to
encourage the enjoyment of the art of bonsai. 
Whether defined simply as a tree in a tray or taken
to the heights of a living fine art form, we come
together to share our joy and curiosity for growing
living trees and our enthusiasm for keeping them
healthy and beautiful.  We invite new members
who share these interests.

BSSF General Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of
the month at 7:15PM.  The Members Workshop is
the following Thursday (3rd Thursday of the month)
at 7:00PM.  All meetings occur in the County Fair
Building at the corner of 9th Avenue and Lincoln
Way.  Enter through the parking lot at 10th Ave and
Lincoln and walk along the path behind the building
to the doorway to the Garden Club Room

 Map to the   
 County Fair 
 Building,
 Golden
 Gate Park

      BSSF Website:   www.bssf.org
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     Abbreviations
 BGLM Bonsai Garden of Lake Merritt
 BSSF  Bonsai Society of San Francisco
 GSBF Golden State Bonsai Federation
 LPGC Lakeside Park Garden Center

Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way
San Francisco CA 94122-2370

http://www.bssf.org

