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Events at-a-Glance ..

Feb 5   –   BSSF Bonsai Basics II

Feb 9   –   BSSF Member Meeting:  
        Using technology to improve bonsai outcomes 
        with Catherine Wolf

Feb 16  – BSSF Third Thursday Members Free
        Workshop

Feb 18 & 19  – Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt 
        Annual Mammoth Auction & Fund Raiser Sale,  
        Oakland
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From the President, Andrea Burhoe    

Hope you all have enjoyed the wonderful rain as
much as I…certainly our trees have benefitted from
the rain!

At the last Board meeting it was agreed to start
planning for a Show to be held in early 2018.  We
will need volunteers for this event and hope
everyone will look forward to participating by
showing one - or more - trees.

Regarding volunteers - we still have some roles to
fill to carry out the club’s activities. We need a
Secretary and are looking for three (3) members to
perform the annual financial audit (if you can
reconcile your own bank account, this is the position
for you!).  All members are invited to volunteer for
the diverse and interesting opportunities we have
within our club. Consider how you may be of help. 
Contact any board member for more information.

Also at last month’s Board meeting, the Treasurer
reported that the club is in good financial condition
and that the workshops have, for the most part, paid
for themselves. Members are encouraged to take
part in the workshops as they are educational,
enlightening, and fun. Also, strong attendance
means that the workshops are more likely to be able
to cover their costs.  

See you at the next meeting.

1

http://www.bssf.org


Bernard Marque on Repotting
Eric Schrader

For our January 2017 meeting BSSF kicked off the

year by inviting Bernard Marque, a long-time BSSF

member, to demonstrate repotting for the group.

Bernard has recently taken over the helm in

teaching Bonsai Basics II for the club which is the

repotting portion of bonsai basics.

Bernard began the evening by mentioning some of

the general reasons and parameters for repotting.

“Every time you touch a tree it is an opportunity to

improve the tree, whether you are repotting or

trimming”.  You can improve the health of the tree

by repotting, but you can also improve the

aesthetics through the repotting process.

Bernard related a story about the plant pathology

staff at UC Davis indicating that bonsai soil is not

likely to be good for trees. After Bernard did an

emergency repotting in September to remove a tree

from a very shallow shohin pot, he took the tree to

Davis and was surprised to find no fungal problems

causing his tree to be sick. Instead, it seemed to be

a root problem that needed to be corrected, perhaps

caused by a lack of repotting the prior year.

While talking, Bernard and Liep Anh screened the

hexagonal pot in advance of removing the juniper

from its old container. They used 2.0 aluminum wire

to provide tie-downs for the tree. There was a

discussion of soil characteristics.  Drier soil mixes,

like those containing less organic material or

akadama, will promote faster root growth and hence

more coarse growth on the top of the tree. Finer soil

that retains more moisture will typically promote

slower root growth and is considered to be better for

trees that are established bonsai.

Repotting can take quite a bit of time in some cases

–  at the minimum 20-30 minutes, but often 2-3

hours can be spent properly combing out the roots

and getting them into the new container. The

amount of time needed will depend on the condition

of the root ball. Trees that have not been repotted

frequently or that come from nurseries will typically

require a lot of exploration and trimming. Trees that

are established as bonsai will frequently already

have an orderly root ball. Particularly for deciduous

trees, care should be taken to comb out and

arrange the roots where possible. Over time, proper

root trimming will greatly enhance the nebari on

many species of trees.
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When you remove the tree from the container you

will normally find the greatest amount of root growth

on the bottom of the container and along the sides.

Bernard trimmed off the matt of roots on the bottom

first. When questioned about the working sequence,

he mentioned that he always starts with the bottom,

then does the sides and then combs out the top.

Bernard emphasized that the laterally growing roots

from the trunk will be retained for the health of the

tree.

Bernard remarked that the root mass of his

demonstration juniper, which had been growing in

the same container for seven years without

repotting, was actually less dense than he expected.

In the case of the juniper demonstration tree, the

surface roots were already visible in the container.

The tree was grown from a small cutting in the

container into a plant that has more than a 1" trunk

in those seven years..

The work revealed that a lot of the roots were

tangled up and long, likely the result of the long

repotting interval. The trimmed roots will now have a

smaller space to grow, but the process of trimming

them will cause a more dense root ball of finer

structure that is well-suited to a bonsai container.

Look for more advice from Bernard on repotting at

one of the repotting workshops or a Third Thursday

session.

BSSF Meetings and Workshops

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place in

the County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way just inside Golden Gate Park. To

secure a spot in any workshop or class, please sign

up with Christian Werk at (608)216.8935 or via

email xnwerk[atsign]gmail.com, or with 

Eric Schrader  eric[atsign]phutu.com

Feb 5, 2017: Bonsai Basics II

February is an ideal time to repot and our Bonsai

Basics II Class teaches these techniques. If this is

your first Bonsai Basics class, let us know when you

register. The cost for the class is $25 if you already

have practice trees or an additional $50 if you need

two trees for the workshop. Please bring those trees

from the Basics I class to the workshop. Addition-

ally, we will offer a Bonsai Basics I class on April

30th. Ideally you should take both classes to

complete your exposure to the primary techniques

used with bonsai, 9AM to 1PM in the Garden Club

Room.

Feb 9, 2017: Using technology to improve

bonsai outcomes (Last names C - D bring

refreshments) Technology and bonsai are not

antithetical. This evening Catherine Wolf will share

how technology helps her imagine and save future

tree designs, track tree progress and maintenance.

7:15PM in the Recreation Room.

Feb 16, 2017: Third Thursday Members Free

Workshop Members or anyone that wants to join

BSSF can bring trees to the San Francisco County

Fair Building to work on with other members. It is

always an opportunity to learn something new for

your trees, 7PM to 9PM in the Garden Club Room.

Mar 9, 2017: Evolution in Bonsai Styling (Last

names E - F bring refreshments)

This will be a panel discussion moderated by Jonas

Dupuich. Panel includes Eric Schrader, John Boyce

and Peter Tea. Examples of historic and

contemporary styles will be selected from Kokufu

exhibition catalogs to stoke opinion and sharing.

7:15P in the Recreation Room.
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Other Planned Programs  

Apr 13, 2017: Success with Satsuki in San

Francisco with Darren Wong (Last names G - H

bring refreshments)

Apr 30, 2017: Bonsai Basics I - introduction to

styling and caring for bonsai

May 11, 2017: The Role of Water in growing

bonsai with Ryan Nichols (Last names I - J bring

refreshments)

May 21, 2017: Master Series Workshop with

Peter Tea

June 8, 2017: Juniper Practicum Lecture with

Eric Schrader (Last names K - L bring

refreshments)

Jun 18, 2016: Juniper Practicum Workshop #3

July 13, 2017: Evaluating Material to Purchase

with Jonas Dupuich (Last names M - N bring

refreshments)

Aug 10, 2017: Gordon Deeg  topic to be

determined (Last names O - R bring refreshments)

Sep 10, 2017: Bonsai Basics I - introduction to

styling and caring for bonsai

Sep 14, 2017: BSSF Fundraiser Auction (Last

names S bring refreshments)

Oct 7, 2017: Master Series Workshop with Peter

Tea

Oct 12, 2017: Three Stations for Styling with Ivan

Hernandez, Gary Tom and Oscar Patzan

(Lastnames T - V bring refreshments)

Nov 4, 2017: Master Series Workshop with Matt

Reel

Nov 9, 2017: Bespoke Bonsai Stands with Austin

Heitzman, Ryan Neil’s stand maker (Last names

W -Z bring refreshments)

Dec 10, 2017: Bonsai Basics II - introduction to

bonsai root pruning and repotting

Dec 14, 2017: Annual Holiday Party and Member

Sale benefitting BGLM (Everyone contributes to

potluck)

BSSF Announcements

Docenting at the Bonsai Garden at Lake

Merritt (BGLM)

John Dale invites volunteers to join him to docent

at the Bonsai Garden in Oakland on February 21

or any other third Saturday at 1PM.  No matter

your skill level, you can help care for these

wonderful trees and educate the public about the

art of bonsai.  Sign up with John Dale at a general

meeting. To volunteer at other times, contact John

McKisich, BGLM Docent Coordinator, at

mityglo@aol.com, 650-477-8540.

BSSF Club Membership Membership renewal is

due February 28.   Fees are $30 for individuals,

$50 for families, and $20 for seniors. 

A Membership / Renewal form is included on 

page 7.

Bonsai Sales at Monthly Meetings   Please

remember that any time during the year you wish

to sell bonsai trees, the BSSF welcomes you to

bring the trees to our monthly meetings (except

September) or workshops.  The club receives

20% of the purchase price.

BSSF Bonsai Library   The BSSF has on hand a

large assortment of books, magazines, and other

literature about our favorite hobby.  To access the

library, arrive early at either the monthly meeting

or the monthly workshop and speak to Bernard

Marque.  Checking out materials requires a $5

deposit per item. 

BSSF Care Guide   The BSSF guide to seasonal

bonsai care in the San Francisco Bay Area is

available on the BSSF webpage,
www.bssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2006/03/BSSFYearly

CareCalendar.pdf . The one-page guide can also be

found in the July 2016 issue of Fog City Bonsai,

page 8.          
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 Other Bonsai Events in the Bay Area 
   

February 18 - 19, 2017 Oakland

GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt.  The

Annual Mammoth Auction and Fund Raiser Sale

will be held at 666 Bellevue Ave. (Garden Center

Building). Saturday: Auction preview at noon with

Auction starting at 1PM. Sunday: Vendor Sales start

at 9AM, Plant Sales start at 10AM, and

Demonstrations at 1PM. The date for this year’s

event is a week earlier than in the past to let

attendees and vendors participate in both the

Mammoth and the Bonsai-a-Thon.  The Bonsai

Garden will be open 10AM to 4PM on Saturday and

Noon to 4PM on Sunday, so you can check out the

many changes that have been made this year. For 

more information, email

bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com and visit

www.gsbf-lakemerritt.org

March 4, 2017  Oakland  

Ryan Neil Demo Fundraiser, Lake Merritt Sail Boat

House, 666 Bellevue Ave, 1 to 4PM.. 

Ryan Neil will conduct a re-styling of the BGLM's

Rocky Mountain Juniper, a fund-raising event in

support of the Bonsai Garden Revitalization

Opportunity (GRO) project. BGLM is raising

$100,000 to replace aging display and seating

benches, upgrade water systems and install new

pathways and windows. Your participation will help

fund the GRO.  Tickets are $35 each (tax

deductible) and will be available on a first-come-first

served basis.   To reserve tickets, email

bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com with purchaser's

name, number of tickets requested, phone number,

mailing address, and email address.  Payment

instructions will be given when reservation is

confirmed.  Once purchased, tickets are

non-refundable.  

April 1 - 2, 2017 San Jose

San Jose Betsuin Bonsai Club: 45th Annual

Bonsai Exhibition and Demonstration at the San

Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin, 640 North Fifth

Street. Show hours are: Saturday Noon - 5PM, and

Sunday 11AM - 4PM with styling demonstrations at

1PM on both days. Styled and pre-styled trees, as

well as bonsai pots will be offered for sale on both

days. For more information, contact Ken Azuma at

kennethazuma@sbcglobal.net or visit their website 

http://www.sanjosebonsai.org/sjbbc/SJBonsai/SnbM

enue/Links_holder/link.html.

April 1 - 2, 2017 Sacramento

Bonsai Sekiyu Kai: 40th Annual Bonsai show

and demonstration at Buddhist Church of

Sacramento, 2401 Riverside Blvd. Hours are 

10AM – 4PM with demonstration at 2PM by 

Yuzo Maruyama, followed by a benefit raffle both

days. There is a bonsai vendor area and a food

vendor. Admission and parking are free. For

information, email BonsaiSekiyuKai@gmail.com.

April 8 – 9, 2017 Sacramento

American Bonsai Association, Sacramento:

Annual Spring Show at the Shepard Garden and

Arts Center in McKinley Park, 3330 McKinley Blvd,

Show hours are Saturday, 10AM - 5PM, and

Sunday, 10AM - 4PM with demonstrations by

headliner Jonas Dupuich at 1:30PM both days.

Beginner workshop Sunday morning from 

10AM – Noon. Large member and vendor sales

area, plenty of free parking, and free admission.

Benefit drawing Saturday and Sunday includes

bonsai, bonsai related items, and that days

demonstration tree. For additional information

contact Renee Seely:(916) 929-2106, email

breadcrust@comcast.net, or visit

http://abasbonsai.org.

April 8 - 9, 2017, Santa Cruz

Santa Cruz Bonsai Kai: 29th Annual Show at the

Museum of Art & History, 705 Front Street. Show

hours are 10AM - 5PM both days with demonstra-

tion at 2PM. Saturday’s demonstrator is 

Eric Schrader and Sunday’s will be Mr. Katsumi

Kinoshita. Demonstration tree and trees prepared

by club members will be part of the raffle each day

after the demonstration. Sales area will include

quality vendor and member trees, pots, and other
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related bonsai items both days. Admission price of

$5.00 includes the Bonsai Show as well as

admission to all the Museum exhibits. For more

information contact Ed Lambing at

edinbonnydoon@comcast.net.

April 30, 2017 Watsonville

Watsonville Bonsai Club: 44th Annual Bonsai

Exhibit held at the Watsonville Buddhist Temple,

423 Bridge St. Show hours are 10AM - 4PM, with a

demonstration by award winning Bonsai Master

Katsumi Kinoshita at 1:30PM. Over 50 outstanding

bonsai, large and small, young and old, will be on

display. A raffle of bonsai items, plants and the

demo tree will follow. Tea & cookies will be served.

Plenty of parking for vehicles of all sizes; even for

group outings. A vendor will be available to sate

your plant appetite for bonsai or otherwise. For

more information contact Michael Anderson at

(831)247-9028 or margiesmemories@aol.com.

BSSF Officers and Board of Directors

President – Andrea Burhoe    415-824-9315

                                     aburhoe@msn..com

Vice President – Christian Werk

Treasurer – Dave Gomberg

Secretary  – vacant

Past President – Eric Schrader

Board Members-at-Large – Thom de Cant,

    Jain Haggerstone, Ryan Iwata, 

    Oscar Patzan, Brian Schindler

Additional Contributors:

Newsletters– Diana Lum and Dave Gomberg

Raffle – Bill Daniels

Fundraising – Alison Seaman

Cherry Blossom Show –  Brian Schindler

Librarian – Bernard Marque

Web Site & Collateral Design – Eric Schrader

About the Club:  

The Bonsai Society of San Francisco exists to

encourage the enjoyment of the art of bonsai.

Whether defined simply as a tree in a tray or taken

to the heights of a living fine art form, we come

together to share our joy and curiosity for growing

living trees and our enthusiasm for keeping them

healthy and beautiful.  We invite new members who

share these interests. 

BSSF General Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of

the month at 7:15PM.  The Members Workshop is

the following Thursday (3rd Thursday of the month)

at 7:00PM.  BSSF Board Meetings are held on the

4th Monday at 7:00PM.  All meetings occur in the

County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way.  Enter through the parking lot at  

10th Ave and Lincoln and walk along the path

behind the building to the doorway to the 

Recreation Room. 

Map to the County Fair Building,
Golden Gate Park
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 BSSF  Bonsai Society of San Francisco        Membership Application / Renewal Form

 Primary Member Name: ________________________________________ Date: ___________

 Email (used only for BSSF business): ______________________________________________

 Address: ____________________________________________________________________

 City / State / Zip: _____________________________________________________________

 Phones (home and cell): ________________________________________________________

 Family Membership Names: _____________________________________________________

 Amount paid: __________   Dues: $30 for Individual members, $50 for Family, $20 for Seniors

 To join between July 1 and Oct 31, send half.
 To join after Nov 1 send full amount for current and next year.
 Renewals due before Feb 28, 2017.  

  Check payable to Bonsai Society of San Francisco, or BSSF.

      Mail to:
      BSSF Treasurer                                             At a general meeting, give to
        7 Gateview Court                                              Treasurer, Dave Gomberg
       San Francisco CA 94116-1941                                                                       

  (02/17)    

B- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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