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President’s Message

Andrea Burhoe

Our annual auction has come and gone, and what a

good auction it was. My thanks to everyone who

participated: those who donated—special thanks to

Burton Meyer for all the many, many trees and

pots—those who purchased, those who attended.

and those who helped. It was perhaps the most

successful auction we have ever had and will help

us to carry on through the coming year with

programs, workshops and our new show.

And, thinking of our programs and workshops,

please sign up for those already scheduled or

just plan to attend the Third Thursday for working on

your trees and seeing what others are doing. If the

events planned are not of interest to you, please let

me or any of the Board members know what would

be of interest for next year. We have been working

on the programming, but are always open to hearing

what members would like. We want to be using that

auction money for what is valuable to members.
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Analyzing Unfortunate 
Deaths 

Eric Schrader

It’s an emotional blow to

lose a bonsai. Seasoned

growers may claim that they

have never had a tree die on them, but the reality is

that everyone loses trees. This past year has been

a tough one for me; but I plan to learn from the

trees that have escaped me so that I can hopefully

keep the rest for longer.

Whenever I lose a tree I try to analyze the cause,

so that I can attempt to not repeat the conditions

that led to the untimely demise.

I listened to a Malcolm Gladwell book in which he

discussed the circumstances that normally surround

airplane accidents. The author summarized from

numerous investigations into accidents that in

almost all cases there was no single factor that lead

to the accident. Instead it was a series of mis-steps,

each unto themselves relatively harmless, that

when combined lead to airplanes hitting runways

and plunging into oceans.

I think this is a good analogy for situations with

bonsai death. While it’s possible that you can go on

vacation and your tree dies because your neighbor

forgot to water it, it’s also possible that your tree

can die after a series of decisions to either do

something or do nothing in an attempt to help the

tree.

A Douglas Fir –

lesson learned: don’t

do work before a

tree has shown you

it is ready. This

collected tree should

have been left alone

for another couple

years before work.

If you think about it there are numerous factors that

can lead to the death of a tree, it’s normally a

combination of factors. Watering, fertilizer, pest

control, and sun protection are among the things

that we must keep an eye on for all trees; and if not

executed properly, they will lead to problems.

In one of my most painful series of tree deaths I

have surmised that the following series of steps,

events and mis-steps have led to the tree’s demise:

1. Summer application of a strong dilution of

chemical fertilizer caused some damage to the

root structure and needles. This was apparent

on the foliage where some browned tips showed.

(definitely a mistake!)

2. During repotting the trees appeared to be weak,

so light repotting was done to refresh the soil

and allow for new room for growth (seems like

the right step…but maybe not, maybe would

have been better to leave them alone!)

3. Trees bud out weakly – perhaps due to repotting

or due to burn in prior summer or both. (cautious

optimism…)

4 Light fertilizer and careful watering to try to nurse

the trees back to health . (continued optimism…)

5. Heat wave in September – no protection

provided for the all-time record temperature in

San Francisco. (Uh oh.)

6. Tree is unable to cope in weakened condition

and browns a few weeks later. (Nuts. That

sucks.)

Would you have done something differently? Is it

only in hindsight that we can analyze these

mistakes? Gladwell states that the detailed analysis

of airplane accidents is like a national ritual of

mourning and a simultaneous assurance that the

same mistake will not be repeated. Here’s best

wishes for the health of your trees in the rest of 2017

and onward.  – Posted on Sep 27, 2017 in Articles

And Stories, Eric's Blog
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Bonsai With Jonas 

Gary Tom

On a hot Saturday morning I ventured out to the

bonsai nursery of Jonas Dupuich. For those of

you unfamiliar with Jonas, he is northern

California’s foremost purveyor of everything bonsai:

from plants, collected material, finished bonsai to

soil, tools, as well as fine quality Japanese pots and

antique Chinese pots.

In a joint effort with Bonsai Society of San

Francisco, Jonas has agreed to host throughout the

year a series of educational, hands-on, gatherings

of not more than 4-5 persons per session that last 4

hours. So far, development techniques for pines,

junipers and quince have been taught.

Of greater interest is the chance to browse and

learn in the setting of a professional bonsai

nursery. You can access and follow Jonas on his

blog, BonsaiTonight. You’ll soon learn what a

talented, dedicated, informed, traveled and

congenial person he is.

I’m one of the old timers. (Yes, my trees look so

much better; I on the other hand have just gotten

older!). However in this hobby your learning never

stops. In the words of an old sage, “You are once

and always a student of the arts.” So, as curiosity

would have it, there I was in bonsai heaven. Jonas

has no inhibitions putting beginners to work 

plucking needles or wiring.  Beginners were much

more apprehensive about mangling his material.

Good thing for us it’s not ours.

On that particular Saturday I went to work re-

tweaking shimpaku seedlings I’d wired 12 weeks

prior. They had since been put into 6” Japanese

growing pots and looked promising. Look for them

in a year or two. The real surprise was the chance

to bridge with our other members: that day Oscar,

Lucky, Marilyn and John. While everyone seemed to

be at different stages in their own bonsai

development, it was good to witness their level of

dedication and interest and get better acquainted.

Yes, we actually had real one-on-one vocal

conversation—no electronics here. It was 40 some

years ago that my own “trio” bonded. To this day we

are good friends and continue to take private

classes together.

This is truly a rare opportunity to learn in the

presence of professionalism. The ultimate gift:

A program such as this has never existed in Japan

or anywhere else. No where else can you be

surrounded by fine bonsai and be so inspired and

led by a teacher so generous and willing to share

knowledge. All you need do is show up with the

same dedication to learn. At this last session, Jonas

was so anxious to show his latest shipment of

antique imported pots, that we even got a class on

Japanese pots. Of course, the ultimate temptation is

that everything (nearly) is for sale.

After our pot lesson, one of our group went back to

wiring quince and daydreaming, imagining how an

antique Chinese pot that had caught his eye would

look holding his bunjin-style black pine. 

Editor’s note: Visit bonsaitonight.com/workshops for

BSSF party dates and to sign-up.

      From an earlier Jonas work party  
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September Auction Rousing Success

Dave Gomberg

     

       

          Eric Schrader,     

          auctioneer

On September 14th, BSSF held its annual

fund-raising auction.  Thanks for the generous

contributions from more accomplished members and

especially Burt Meyer who gave over 30 trees and

related items such as tools and pots.  And the

supportive bidding from both old and new members

helped us enjoy over $7000 in post-tax sales.  This

went a long way to balancing our budget, which of

late had declined due to lots of workshops and

membership dues collections.  The board of the

Society thanks the donors and bidders for the great

support the club received from this historic event.  

Look forward to another sale at the Christmas party

on December 14th.

Japanese Tea Garden 

Brian Schindler

On Saturday September 23, Andrea Burhoe, Gary

Tom, Oscar Patzan, and I put on a display and

demonstration at the Japanese Tea Garden. It

was a beautiful day and a large crowd of locals

and tourists came by to watch and ask questions.

Oscar wowed the crowd with his carving skills.

Andrea was closely watched by many onlookers

as she styled Japanese quince. Gary and I put

together a couple of displays whih generated

multiple questions. This outreach program

appears to be helpful in getting exposure for

BSSF. The Forest Hill garden club wants to have

us come and give a lecture.

The 2018 Show – update  

Brian Schindler

The 2018 show is coming into view. With the great

success of the auction, we plan on pressing ahead

with our show. The tentative date is November 9

and 10, 2018. When we have acceptance of the

dates from SF Rec and Park we will finalize the

dates. We are planning to have an evening event

on Friday night and then be open all day Saturday.

A show is a large undertaking and everyone's help

will be required. "Many hands make light work".

The show committee has met on several occasions

and is finalizing the concepts of the "look" of the

show and a headliner. The show committee's intent

is to create a spectacular show that will present

bonsai in the best way possible.

We are now a little more than a year away from

opening. What does each member of BSSF need

to do at this time? Begin identifying the trees that

you feel could be made "show ready". Trees must

be healthy. The pot should be appropriate for the

tree. Try to make the styling of the tree as good as

you can. Wiring needs to be precise. Consider

using the Third Thursday workshop to get help and

advice. If you can, utilize the skills of a professional

bonsai artist at our workshops with Peter Tea 

(Oct 7) and Matt Reel (Nov 4). With all of us

working as best we can, we will produce a show of

which we can all be proud.

       . 

Brian explains the art of bonsai 
  at the Japanese Tea Garden
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BSSF Meetings and Workshops

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place in

the County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way just inside Golden Gate Park.  To

secure a spot in any workshop or class, please reach

out to Andrea Burhoe,  aburhoe[at sign]msn.com

Oct 7, 2017: Master Series Workshop--Peter Tea

Peter Tea will be here for the next Master Series

workshop. Workshop is $120 and limited to 6

participants. 9:30AM - 5:30PM in the Garden Club

Room. 

Oct 12, 2017: General Meeting -- Styling with

Ivan Hernandez, Gary Tom and Oscar Patzan 

(Last names T - V bring refreshments)

Everyone welcome.

Oct 19, 2017: Free Member Third Thursday

Workshop.  7PM - 9PM in the Garden Club Room

Nov 4, 2017: Master Series Workshop--Matt Reel

Matt will be here for the Master Series workshop in

November.  Workshop is $120 and limited to 6

participants. 9:30AM - 5:30PM in the Garden Club

Room.

Nov 9, 2017: General Meeting - Austin Heitzman &

Bespoke Bonsai Stands

(Last names W - Z bring refreshments)

Everyone welcome.

Dec 10, 2017: Bonsai Basics II Workshop

Participants limited to 9.  Garden Club Room.

Members.

Dec 14, 2017: Annual Holiday Party Member Sale

benefitting BGLM 

(Basic potluck categories will be provided, please

sign-up with your speciality)

SF Botanical Garden
and Bonsai Society Workday

MaryLou Heslet

We had a very small turnout in September but got

all our trees weeded and some wiring done so it

was productive.  Our next work day will be

Saturday, October 28, from 10:30am until 2pm. 

Please come and enjoy our group and the garden. 

We have now accumulated some good older

material to work on as well as new seedlings to

grow--thank you John Dale.  I look forward to

seeing you at the SF Botanical Garden.  Thanks.

Do you have bonsai pots you don't plan to use? 

The Botanical Garden needs pots for their big

winter repot.  Please bring any pots you can donate

(for a tax deductible SFBG donation) to the next

BSSF meeting on October 12, or contact 

MaryLou Heslet <mheslet@sbcglobal.net> for a

pick up.      

Nominations Open for 2018 Board 

All BSSF members, new and old, please consider

joining the board of directors for the 2018 calendar

year. We have openings for Vice President,

Secretary, and Member-at-Large. New Board

members help keep us moving forward with

renewed energy and fresh ideas.  Ask any board

member for more information. Contact Brian

Schindler <Bschindler@sbcglobal.net>  or Jain

Haggerstone <justimaginethat@sbcglobal.net> if

you are willing to serve.  Election of board

members for next year is on November 9 at the

general meeting. 

Photo by

Eric Schrader
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BSSF Announcements 

Docenting at the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt 

There will be no docenting on October 21 during the

Gardens at Lake Merritt Annual Autumn Festival. The

next docent day for BSSF is Saturday, November 18.

If interested to volunteer, sign up with John Dale at a

general meeting.  To  volunteer at other times,

contact John McKisich, BGLM Docent Coordinator,

at mityglo@aol.com, 650-477-8540 

BSSF Club Membership

Is your membership current?  2017 renewal fees are

$30 for individuals, $50 for families, and $20 for

seniors. To join before October 31, fee is half.  To

join after November 1, full fee covers period through

December 2018.  Checks are payable to BSSF and

can be mailed to 

BSSF Treasurer

7 Gateview Court

San Francisco CA 94116-1941 

A Membership/Renewal form is available at 

sfwcf.com/bssfmbr.pdf.  

Bonsai Sales at Monthly Meetings   Remember

that any time during the year you wish to sell bonsai

trees, the BSSF invites you to bring the trees to our

monthly meetings (except September) or work-

shops..  The club receives 20% of the purchase

price.  Additionally, feel free to bring your trees for

Show and Tell at the monthly meetings to inspire

other members

BSSF Bonsai Library   The BSSF has on hand a

large assortment of books, magazines, and other

literature about our favorite hobby.  To access the

library, arrive early at either the monthly meeting or

the monthly workshop and speak to Bernard Marque. 

Checking out materials requires a $5 deposit per

item. 

BSSF Care Guide   The BSSF guide to seasonal

bonsai care in the San Francisco Bay Area is

available on the BSSF webpage,

www.bssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2006/03/ 

BSSFYearlyCareCalendar.pdf .

Other Bonsai Events in the Bay Area

October 7th, 2017    Cupertino

Midori Bonsai Club: 56th Annual Bonsai Show

at the Quinlan Community Center, 10185 N.

Stelling Road, from 10 AM – 5 PM with a bonsai

demonstration by Juan Cruz at 1:30 PM. The

demonstration tree will be raffled off at the end of

the demonstration. There will be a Beginners

Workshop for those new to bonsai at 10 AM for a

nominal fee. A tree will be provided along with

basic instruction. Members will be available to take

a look, and advise you on any bonsai you’d like to

bring in. There will be several bonsai vendors to

supply you with plant material, tools, pots, etc, and

a club member’s plant sale. Admission is free with

plenty of parking available.

October 14 - 15, 2017    Oakland

East Bay Bonsai Society: 56th Annual Show will

be held at the Lakeside Garden Center, 666

Bellevue Ave., Lake Merritt. Show hours are 

10 AM - 5 PM on Saturday and 11 AM - 4 PM on

Sunday. Headliner is bonsai artist, Peter Tea; he

will conduct a free styling demonstration on Sunday

from 1 - 3:30 PM. The show will feature over 50

tree varieties and ages and will also feature a plant

sale and raffle.  There will also be a "Kid's Corner"

both days from 2 - 3 PM where kids can create

their own bonsai for free.                       

October 21 - 22, 2017   Union City

Yamato Bonsai Kai: 46th Annual Bonsai

Exhibition and Demonstration, featuring Sensei

Johnny Uchida, will be held at the Southern

Alameda County Buddhist Church, 32975

Alvarado-Niles Rd. Hours are noon - 6 PM

Saturday, and 10 AM – 5 PM Sunday.

Demonstration will begin each day at 1:30 PM, with

the demo tree raffled as the Grand Prize. The

exhibition will feature over 80 trees from veteran

and new club members. Benefit raffle immediately

after each demo will have dozens of bonsai items

and trees each day. Free admission and parking.

Large Vendor area and Plant Sales events will be

onsite. Visit them at www.yamatobonsai.org for

directions and further information.
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February 17 – 18, 2018   Oakland

GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: The Annual

Mammoth Auction and Sale Fund Raiser will be

held at the Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666

Bellevue Ave, Lake Merritt.  Saturday: Auction

preview at Noon with Auction starting at 1 PM.

Sunday: Vendor Sales start at 9 AM; Plant Sales

start at 10 AM; Demonstrations start at 1 PM.

Everyone is encouraged to submit their bonsai and

bonsai related items for consideration to be included

in the Mammoth Auction at the earliest date possible.

The Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt will be open that

weekend 10 AM to 4 PM on Saturday, and Noon to 4

PM on Sunday. Please visit the Garden and observe

the many installments under the Garden

Revitalization Opportunity (GRO) project. For more

information or to sell bonsai, email

bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com and visit

http://gsbf-lakemerritt.org.

   Map to the County Fair Building,

                   Golden Gate Park

BSSF Officers and Board of Directors

President – Andrea Burhoe    415-824-9315

                                     aburhoe@msn.com

Vice President – vacant

Treasurer – Dave Gomberg

Secretary  – Huyen Choeun

Past President – Eric Schrader

Board Members-at-Large –  Jain Haggerstone,  

    Ryan Iwata, Oscar Patzan, Brian Schindler

Additional Staff:

Newsletters– Diana Lum and Dave Gomberg

Raffle – Bill Daniels

2018 Show – Eric Schrader and Brian Schindler

Librarian – Bernard Marque

Web Site & Collateral Design – Eric Schrader 

About the Club

The Bonsai Society of San Francisco exists to

encourage the enjoyment of the art of bonsai. 

Whether defined simply as a tree in a tray or taken

to the heights of a living fine art form, we come

together to share our joy and curiosity for growing

living trees and our enthusiasm for keeping them

healthy and beautiful.  We invite new members

who share these interests.

BSSF General Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday

of the month at 7:15PM.  The Members Workshop

is the following Thursday (3rd Thursday of the

month) at 7:00PM.  All meetings occur in the

County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way.  Enter through the parking lot at

10th Ave and Lincoln and walk along the path

behind the building to the doorway to the

Recreation Room.

      BSSF Website:   www.bssf.org
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