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BSSF Events at-a-Glance ..

Nov 5 & 6 – Master Series Workshops 
with Matt Reel

Nov 10 – BSSF Member Meeting: 
Juniper Practicum Lecture #2 with Eric Schrader 
and Election of Officers for 2017

Nov 13 – Juniper Practicum Workshop: Styling

Nov 17 – Third Thursday Members Workshop

Dec 8 – BSSF Holiday Party and BGLM Fundraiser

Dec 11 – Basics II Class
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From the President, Eric Schrader 

Cracking the Foundation

There are certain things that most bonsai enthusiasts

assume are a constant - an inherent trait that cannot

be changed.   Among those are the core

characteristics of a given tree; for most people, the

nebari and trunk are the most unflinching and

foundational aspects.  The thought of any change to

the trunk is usually well beyond our imagination.  

Because of that, a change to the trunk line of a tree

can provide the most surprising and dramatic

improvement.  This is why I was impressed with

Peter Tea’s demonstration on bending at our

October general meeting.
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In his characteristic style, Peter spent more than an

hour talking about the finer points and mechanical

issues with making bends of various sizes and types

and extolled the use of the proper methods.  “Use

large wire when needed”, he said, because “If you're

not positioning the branch where you want it, then

you're not in control.  Then the wire is creating your

art instead of you.”  Peter shared a plethora of tips:

On Guy Wires:

Guy wiring will only bend the branch toward the

anchor point.  Choose the anchor point carefully.

Anchor point for the guy wire should be as far

down as your pull point is out from the trunk.

Use screws to anchor - on pines put the screw

between the bark plates and use a longer screw

because the wood is soft.   Penetrate well into the

wood.

The down side of using guy wires is that they

cause bends mostly at just the weakest point, and

they can cause unsightly bows on branches when

used improperly. 

On Bending:

Dead sections are trickier to bend and will spilt

more easily.

On resinous trees like pines, cedar, and spruce,

you can cut out a wedge on the bottom and bend it

down to close it.  The wedge should be small, not

large.  A saw cut can often be enough.  (This

doesn't work on junipers because they won't heal.  

It can work on deciduous trees, but not as reliably

as on resinous species.)

When bending bends far enough to crack a little. 

The tree’s healing process will hold the branch in

place.  You can bend slightly past the desired

position to anticipate some spring back.

Protect the bends from freezing temperatures. 

A Japanese white pine was cut through a large

branch 80%, and it survived.   Be certain that the cut

sides meet up after bending so that they can heal.

When splitting a branch to aid bending, the split

should be perpendicular to the direction of bending.

But more than the tips and tricks that we all picked

up, it is the sense of adventure and experimentation

that are the key to this type of work.

Peter’s actual demonstration on Eric’s Japanese

Black pine was impressive, an in-person version of

something that Peter had first demonstrated in detail

on his blog (written while in Japan).  The trunk,

though over an inch thick at the bend point, seemed

to easily be swayed by the large piece of rebar

attached to it with a couple loops of wire.

The reasoning behind Peter’s bend was interesting -

the demonstration tree had a lot of dead branches in

the middle of the trunk.  A low branch and the top are

still growing, so the bends that Peter planned (and

the single one he executed) will not only improve the

movement of the tree, but will also solve one of the

problems that the tree had.

Major bends like

what Peter

performed can

make dramatic

improvements in

a very short

amount of time to

a tree, but can

also be

dangerous.  Take

a moment to think

about your own

efforts in bonsai,

move out of your

comfort zone for

a moment and think of the tree that you have as a

piece of clay rather than a sacred piece of artwork. 

Use your skills and ideas to improve the lump of

material so that you’re in control of your art.  <><><>
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Ballot for 2017 Board of Directors

Catherine Wolf , Vice President 

       

On November 10th we will vote for BSSF’s 2017

Board of Directors.  This ballot will be distributed at

the beginning of the meeting in addition to any edits

necessary between now and then.  A quorum of 

22 members is required to conduct the vote.  

Nominations can be made at the beginning of the

meeting for any board position up for a vote.  There

are positions to write-in candidate names at that

time.

No one has stepped forward yet to assume the role

of Vice President.  A description of the role is below

and you can also read my personal description of

the role in our October 2016 newsletter.  If all

nominations below are approved, the board will be

one member shy of the nine required by our

corporate by-laws.  An additional Board Member At

Large could make up this difference.  The

description of the At Large role is also below.

Please contact Catherine Wolf if you have questions

or concerns.

The following Board positions are up for a vote by

BSSF members on November 10, 2016:

President

•  2017 Nominee – Andrea Burhoe – new

•  2017 Nominee ________________________

•  Replacing Eric Schrader who has reached his

term limit.

•  Responsibilities: Presides over monthly

meetings of the Board of Directors.  Ensures all

aspects of club management are being addressed. 

Makes decisions affecting the club that do not

require board approval.  Sets the strategic direction

for the club.

•  Term: One year, two term limit

Vice President

•  2017 Nominee ________________________

•  Replacing Catherine Wolf who has reached

her term limit. 

•  Responsibilities:  The Vice President shall

assist the President in the functions of the office and

shall preside at all meetings in the absence of the

President.  The Vice President will be responsible for

ensuring a calendar of programs is scheduled for

members. This role designs and schedules programs

for ten member meetings each year in addition to

any weekend workshops or field trips desired to

develop and encourage enthusiasm for bonsai.  This

role communicates with the SF Recreation & Park

Department to reserve rooms at the County Fair

Building for all meetings.

•  Term: One year, two term limit

Secretary

•  2017 Nominee – Christian Werk – incumbent

•  2017 Nominee ________________________

•  Responsibilities:  The Secretary shall record

the minutes of all meetings of the membership and

Board of Directors, and attend to all communications

deemed necessary by the Board.

•  Term: One year, no term limit

Treasurer

•  2017 Nominee – Dave Gomberg - new

•  2017 Nominee ________________________

•  Replacing Marge Casey who is not running

again

· •  Responsibilities:  The Treasurer shall collect all

money and pay all bills and maintain a record of the

same.  This role receives and reconciles monthly

bank statements to ensure all expenditures and

deposits are accurately and completely documented.

This role ensures we submit and pay the CA Board

of Equalization for sales tax collected on member

sales.  This role generates monthly financial reports

for board review and approval.  This role provides

documentation supporting financial activities annually

to an Audit Committee appointed by the President. 

This role prepares Form 1099-MISC per IRS

guidelines for independent contractors paid more

than $600 in a calendar year.

•  Term: One year, no term limit

Board Members At Large

•  2017 Nominee – Brian Schindler – incumbent

•  2017 Nominee – Thom deCant  - incumbent
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•  2017 Nominee – Ryan Iwata – new

•  2017 Nominee ________________________

•  2017 Nominee ________________________

•  Responsibilities:  Participate in all decisions

and discussions of the board.  Vote on board

motions.  Contribute to discussions about future of

the club.  Contribute time to activities that benefit

the club and its members.

•  Term: Two years, two term limit

Positions on the Board of Directors that are not up

for election for 2017:

Past President

•  2017 Nominee – Eric Schrader – automatically

offered to the immediate past President.

•  Responsibilities:  Ensures knowledge transfer

and continuity of practice as board responsibilities

shift to new directors.  Contributes time to activities

that benefit club and its members.

•  Term:  One year, two term limit

· 

2017 is the 2nd year of a two-year term for the

following member of the Board of Directors

•  Oscar Patzan – Board Member at Large  

                               <><><>

BSSF Meetings and Workshops --
through December

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place in

the County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way just inside Golden Gate Park.  To

secure a spot in any workshop or class, please sign

up with Eric Schrader via email eric[at

sign]phutu.com or Catherine Wolf catherine.wolf[at

sign]wolfwerk.com or call/text Catherine at

(415)299-7061.

Nov 5th & 6th, 2016 – Master Series Workshop

with Matt Reel – 9:30 – 5:30 each day

Matt Reel returns for two fall/winter Master Series

workshops on Nov 5th & 6th.  Each workshop is

$120 and limited to 6 participants.– in the Garden

Club Room.

Nov 10, 2016 – BSSF Member Meeting:  

Juniper Practicum Lecture #2 with Eric Schrader 

and Election of Officers for 2017 

 (Last names W - Z bring refreshments)   

This month is the next lecture and workshop in our

Juniper Practicum program.  ALL MEMBERS ARE

WELCOME!  Tonight’s lecture is all about fall / winter

work on young junipers; primarily focused on the

initial branch setting.  All Juniper Practicum

participants should attend the lecture and the

workshop that follows on Nov 13th.  

7:15 – 9:30 in the Recreation Room.

Nov 13, 2016 – Juniper Practicum Workshop:

Styling

IMPORTANT INFO FOR PRACTICUM

PARTICIPANTS:  This day is solely for hands-on

work with your practicum tree.  You must attend the

member meeting on Thursday, Nov 10th, for the

lecture portion.  We want to ensure each participant

receives individualized help during the workshop

while limiting the time that people are waiting.  We

have four time slots of 90 minutes beginning at 9:00,

10:45, 12:45 and 2:30 in the Recreation Room.  Pick

your time slot ahead of time by emailing Eric or

Catherine or sign-up at the Nov 10th meeting.

Nov 17, 2016 - Third Thursday Members Free

Workshop

Members or anyone that wants to join BSSF can

bring trees to the San Francisco County Fair Building

to work on with other members.  It is always an

opportunity to learn something new for your trees.

7PM to 9PM in the Garden Club Room.

Dec 8, 2016 - BSSF Member Meeting: Holiday

Party and BGLM Fundraiser

IMPORTANT CHANGE FOR 2016:  Our December

Fundraiser is now a MEMBER SALE.  You heard

right; members can bring trees, pots, tools, etc.

valued at $25 or greater to sell to other members. 

20% of the sale price will go to benefit the Bonsai

Garden at Lake Merritt Curator’s Fund.  The other

80% goes to the member.  Donations of any value

are welcome for the raffle.  And we will have our

traditional Pot Luck dinner for all members and their

families.  Read the article in the October newsletter

or on the website to better understand how this

member sale will work.  7:00 - 9:30 in the Recreation

Room.
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Dec 11, 2016 - Basics II Class

Our Bonsai Basics II Class teaches repotting

techniques.  If you previously took our Bonsai

Basics I class, you should enroll for Basics II to

complete your exposure to the primary techniques

used with bonsai.   You should also bring the trees

you received during the Basics I class.  The cost for

the class is $25 if you already have trees.  If this is

your first Bonsai Basics class, let us know when you

register.  You will need to pay an extra $50 to

receive two trees for the workshop.  Noon to 4PM in

the Garden Club Room.

  
                                 <><><>

What’s Coming in 2017 --

BSSF Meetings and Workshops 
Catherine Wolf

The following programs are about 90% confirmed,

but changes are still possible.

Member Meetings:

Jan 12, 2017:  Repotting Techniques with Bernard

Marque

Feb 9, 2017:  Using Technology to Improve Bonsai

Outcomes

Mar 9, 2017:  Evolution in Bonsai Styling --Panel

Discussion with Jonas Dupuich, Eric Schrader,

Peter Tea and one more to be confirmed

Apr 13, 2017:  Success with Satsuki in San

Francisco with Darren Wong

May 11, 2017:  The Role of Water in Growing

Bonsai with Ryan Nichols

June 8, 2017:  Juniper Practicum Lecture with Eric

Schrader

July 13, 2017:  Evaluating Material to Purchase with

Jonas Dupuich

Aug 10, 2017:  Gordon Deeg – topic is to be

determined

Sep 14, 2017:  BSSF Fundraiser Auction

Oct 12, 2017:  Bespoke Bonsai Stands with Austin

Heitzman, Ryan Neil’s stand maker

Nov 9, 2017:  Three Stations for Styling with Ivan

Hernandez, Gary Tom and one more to be

confirmed

Dec 14, 2017:  Annual Holiday Party and Member

Sale benefitting BGLM

Workshops:

Master Series with Peter Tea – Workshops on Jan 8,

May 21 and Oct 1, 2017.

Master Series with Matt Reel – Workshops on Feb

25 and Nov 4, 2017.

Juniper Practicum with Eric Schrader – Workshop on

Jun 10, 2017.

Basics I Basic Care and Styling – Workshops on

April 30 and Sep 3, 2017.

Basics II Repotting – Workshops on Feb 5 and Dec

3, 2017.

Refreshments:

Jan 12, 2017 Last names A - B bring refreshments

Feb 9, 2017: Last names C - D bring refreshments

Mar 9, 2017: Last names E - F bring refreshments

Apr 13, 2017: Last names G - H bring refreshments

May 11, 2017: Last names I - J bring refreshments

June 8, 2017: Last names K - L bring refreshments

July 13, 2017: Last names M - N bring refreshments

Aug 10, 2017 Last names O - R bring refreshments

Sep 14, 2017 Last names S bring refreshments

Oct 12, 2017 Last names T - V bring refreshments

Nov 9, 2017 Last names W - Z bring refreshments

Dec 14, 2017: Everyone contributes to potluck

 
                                <><><>

BSSF Announcements

Docenting at the Bonsai Garden at Lake

Merritt

Fall at the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt in

Oakland.  John Dale invites volunteers to join

him at the Garden on November 19 or any other

third Saturday at 1PM.  No matter your skill level,

you can help care for these wonderful trees and

educate the public about the art of  bonsai.  Sign

up with John Dale at a general meeting. To

volunteer at other times, contact John McKisich,

BGLM Docent Coordinator, at mityglo@aol.com,

650-477-8540.

Member Meeting Refreshments 

Thank you, members, for bringing refreshments

to our monthly meetings.  In  November, it’s

members whose last names begin with W to Z, 
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December is a Potluck.  The club supplies dry

goods (plates, napkins, etc.) and hot beverages

(tea, coffee) at each meeting. 

BSSF Club Membership  Membership fees are

$30 for individuals, $50 for families and $20 for

seniors.  A membership/ renewal form can be

found at bssf.org, click About BSSF, Join Us,

then Join Now. 

Bonsai Sales at Monthly Meetings   Please

remember that any time during the year you

wish to sell bonsai trees, the BSSF welcomes

you to bring the trees to our monthly meetings

(except September) or workshops.  The club

receives 20% of the purchase price.

BSSF Bonsai Library   The BSSF has on hand

a large assortment of books, magazines, and

other literature about our favorite hobby.  To

access the library, arrive early at either the

monthly meeting or the monthly workshop and

speak to Bernard Marque.  Checking out

materials requires a $5 deposit per item. 

BSSF Care Guide   Guide   The BSSF guide to

seasonal bonsai care in the San Francisco Bay

Area is available on the BSSF webpage,
www.bssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2006/03/BSSF
YearlyCareCalendar.pdf .   Or you can refer to

the one-page guide in the July 2016 issue of

Fog City Bonsai, page 8.          

                                 <><><>

 Other Bonsai Events in the Bay Area 

   

December 3, 2016 Fresno

Fresno Bonsai Society: 9th Annual Bonsai

Yard Sale at 736 West Browning Ave, 8 AM till

3 PM. Bonsai, pre-bonsai, accent plants, new

and used pots, stands, books, suiseki, and

supplies. Everyone is welcome to buy, sell, or

swap all things bonsai. For more information

about the event visit us on our Facebook page

or www.fresnobonsaisociety.com.

                                <><><>

BSSF Officers and Board of Directors

President – Eric Schrader    415-823-7984

                                               eric@phutu.com

Vice President – Catherine Wolf

Treasurer – Dave Gomberg

Secretary  – Christian Werk

Board Members-at-Large – Dan Casey, 

   John Dale, Thom de Cant, Oscar Patzan, 

   Brian Schindler

Additional Contributors:

Newsletters– Diana Lum and Dave Gomberg

Raffle Chair – Bill Daniels

Fundraising Chair – Alison Seaman

Cherry Blossom Show Chair – 

   Brian Schindler

Librarian – Bernard Marque

Web Site & Collateral Design – Eric Schrader

About the Club:  

The Bonsai Society of San Francisco exists to

encourage the enjoyment of the art of bonsai.

Whether defined simply as a tree in a tray or

taken to the heights of a living fine art form, we

come together to share our joy and curiosity for

growing living trees and our enthusiasm for

keeping them healthy and beautiful.  We invite

new members who share these interests. 

BSSF General Meetings are on the 2nd

Thursday of the month at 7:15PM.  The

Members Workshop is the following Thursday

(3rd Thursday of the month) at 7:00PM.  BSSF

Board Meetings are held on the 4th Monday at

7:00PM.  All meetings occur in the County Fair

Building at the corner of Ninth Avenue and

Lincoln Way.  Enter through the parking lot at
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Tenth Ave and Lincoln and walk along the path

behind the building to the doorway to the

Recreation Room.

                                      <><><>
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