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BSSF Events at-a-Glance ..

Oct 9  -- Master Series Workshop with Peter Tea 

Oct. 13 – BSSF Member Meeting: Extreme Bending
with Peter Tea

Oct 15 – Third Saturday BSSF Day at BGLM

Oct 20 – Third Thursday Members Workshop

Nov 5 & 6 – Master Series Workshop 
with Matt Reel
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From the President, Eric Schrader 

BSSF Looks to Finish 2016 Strong

If you’ve been around for the last two years, you’ve

seen BSSF put on some great programming. The

rest of this year will continue the trend, and an

exciting slate of programs is already coming together

for 2017.

The club has benefitted from an influx of newer

members and has seen an uptick in attendance and

interest among those members. With numerous

workshops, we’ve really been doing some bonsai!

It’s only October, but let’s put a few things in your

brain for the rest of the year: Election of officers for

2017 will happen in November!  Ever wanted to take

the reins? BSSF is a non-profit organization that

derives its strength and diversity from its

membership. In 2017 both the office of the president

and the vice president will turn over to new hands.

Look for the new folks to be standing at the front of

the room. That could be you! Talk to Catherine or

Eric if you’re interested.
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It’s not too early to think about repotting! We had

our soil workshop in July, and starting in December

we’ll have an opportunity to use that soil. But even

before then, for the adventurous, you can do some

fall repotting. You may have noticed that some of

your trees are pushing themselves out of their

containers. Many trees start growing roots in the fall

vigorously. A light repotting in fall is recommended

for quince and apple varieties, but many junipers

and pines can be repotted also. The key to repotting

is to make sure no extreme weather hits the tree

after you do it. Six weeks of re-growth of roots will

be enough to get it through the winter here in our

mild climate.

Don’t forget that Matt Reel will be here next month.   

I urge you all to consider taking his workshops. Find

good plants, make bold decisions, make great

bonsai. When you work hard you will be rewarded

with a good collection of plants!

And don’t forget about The Juniper Practicum in

November. I’m hoping to see all participants back

with healthy and full plants. How did the later

summer treat your plant? Bring it in and compare

with other participants to swap notes on horticulture,

aesthetics and serendipity. 

        

 <><><>

 From  

Vice President 

Catherine Wolf 

       

Make a Difference – Be a ViP

Our Board of Directors for BSSF may be the best it

has ever been with a strong and creative team

making and implementing the decisions that lead

this club.  BSSF has the highest ratio of new 

members of any club in the Bay Area, and it also has

the youngest average age for members.  (Okay, I

don’t really know those things, but I bet I’m right). 

Even with no statistics to back up the points, you

know what I’m talking about.  BSSF has something

going on right now that just feels like magic. Design-

ing the program schedule for BSSF is one of the best

ways to influence the satisfaction our members get

from being part of BSSF.  For BSSF, the role of

program manager is combined with the Vice

President position on the Board of Directors.  I will

complete my term as VP at the end of 2016, and it is

now time fo someone else to get to do this role.

I started managing programs three years ago with no

prior experience.  I looked at what was working for

me to learn bonsai techniques and what wasn’t

working.  I figured if it was something that I would

benefit from, it would probably benefit others in the

club too.  It also gave me an excellent opportunity to

meet with more experienced people at BSSF to get

their ideas.  After all, programs should balance the

needs of newbies and advanced members.  Add to

that the networking I was able to do with bonsai

talent around the country to enrich our programs with

perspectives from outside.  You will find that bonsai

people are the nicest and most generous anywhere. 

I haven’t met anyone who wasn’t agreeable about

working with BSSF to put on a program.

I’ve enjoyed working with my fellow board members

and club members to explore and innovate with

programs these past three years.  I urge you to

consider raising your hand to give it a try.  I will

happily work with the person that accepts this role to

ensure a smooth transition.  I already have the 2017

calendar scheduled.  This will give the new person a

few months to be in the role before tackling a

program calendar for 2018.  If you might be

interested and want to find out more, please contact

Eric Schrader via email eric[atsign]phutu.com or

Catherine Wolf, Catherine.wolf[atsign]Wolfwerk.com

or 415-299-7061.           

<><><>
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    Holiday Traditions Getting

Even Better
 Catherine Wolf

We have a big change coming for this December’s

Holiday Party on December 8th.  In the past, we’ve

asked members to donate items for a silent auction

benefitting the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt

Curator’s Fund.  This year, the BGLM Curator’s

Fund will still benefit from our event but in a new

way.  Members are encouraged to bring better

quality trees, pots, tools and accessories that you

want to sell to other members.  Sellers will keep

80% of the sale price.  The other 20% will be added

together with proceeds from a raffle to benefit the

BGLM Curator’s Fund.  Members can continue to

donate items for the evening raffle.  And of course,

the tradition of our yummy pot luck dinner continues. 

All members and family are welcome.  Set-up

begins at 6:30.  Dinner begins at 7:00.  Buy-It-Now

closes at 7:45.  Raffle prizes will be awarded at

8:00.  Bidding closes at 9:00.  Read on for more

details.

ITEMS FOR SALE AND RAFFLE:  The minimum

price of items for sale should be at least $25.00. 

You can combine items to reach that threshold, but

they must be sold together.  Items of any amount

can be donated and will be included in the raffle. 

BSSF might combine some items for the raffle. 

Items should arrive between 6:30 and 7:00.  Bidding

and Buy-It Now options open promptly at 7:00.

 

RAFFLE:  Attendees can purchase raffle tickets until

8:00.  Each raffle item will have its own basket of

tickets.  To have a chance to win an item, you must

drop some of your purchased tickets into the basket

for that item.

  

BIDDING:  Sellers will fill out a bidding sheet for

each item they are selling.  Seller will specify a

starting bid amount for each item that is at least

$25.00.  The opening bid must be for at least this

amount.  Bidding increments will be specified on the

bidding sheet and determined based on the starting

bid.  Interested parties will make a bid by writing their

name and bid amount on the provided sheet. 

Bidding opens at 7PM and closes at 9:00 at which

point the final bidder will pull the bidding sheet for all

items purchased.

BUY-IT-NOW:  Sellers can also specify a Buy-It-Now

price for an item on the bidding sheet. Attendees can

opt to buy the item at this amount rather than try to

get the item through the bidding process.  To take

advantage of the Buy-It-Now price, the buyer should

pull the bid sheet for the item.  Once you pull the bid

sheet, you are committing to purchase the item.  You

cannot change your mind and return the bid sheet. 

The option to buy at the Buy-It-Now price begins at

7:00 (no earlier) and expires for all items at 7:45 (no

later).  After 7:45, the only way to buy an item is

through the bidding process.

PAYMENTS: We will accept credit cards, checks and

cash for items purchased and for raffle tickets. 

California Sales Tax will be added to the final bid or

Buy-It-Now price for items sold.  Sellers will receive a

check from BSSF within one month after the event

for the pre-tax sales price for their items less 20% for

the Curator’s Fund.

BGLM DONATION:  Raffle ticket sales along with

20% of the final price for all sold items will be

aggregated together and used to offset the cost of

the room and food provided by BSSF.  The

remainder will be sent to the BGLM Curator’s Fund.

POTLUCK: BSSF provides carved turkey, a

vegetarian main course, hot beverages and dry

goods for the pot luck.  Members should bring all

other appetizers, main course alternatives, side

dishes, desserts and drinks. 

                                   <><><>
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Photos from BSSF Visit 
to Gordon Deeg’s Private Garden

Photos: D. Lum

      

BSSF Meetings and Workshops

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place in

the County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way just inside Golden Gate Park.  To

secure a spot in any workshop or class, please sign

up with Eric Schrader via email eric[atsign]phutu.com

or Catherine Wolf catherine.wolf[atsign]wolfwerk.com

or call/text Catherine at (415)299-7061.

Oct 9, 2016 – Master Series Workshop with 

Peter Tea

Peter Tea will be here in October for the next Master

Series workshop.  Workshop is $120 and limited to 6

participants.  9:30AM – 5:30PM at Bernard Marque’s

studio in the Mission District.  Address will be

provided to those that register.

Oct 13, 2016 – BSSF Member Meeting:  Extreme

Bending with Peter Tea  (Last names T - V bring

refreshments)

Do you wish you could go back in time to put

movement into a branch that is now just too thick and

stiff to bend?  Peter Tea will demonstrate why you

don’t have to give up on a thick truck or branch at

this meeting.  He’ll be working on a neglected pine

that Eric Schrader rescued and brought back to

health.  There will be a raffle of starter bonsai

material during the meeting, but not the tree Peter

works on.  We’ll explain why.  7:15PM – 9:30 in the

Recreation Room

Oct 15, 2016 - Third Saturdays are BSSF days at

BGLM

All Bay Area bonsai clubs work together to support

our Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt.  One important

way is by covering the BSSF docent shift at the

garden.  Third Saturday every month from 1PM to

4PM.  No experience necessary, but a great way to

learn.  Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt in Oakland.

Oct 20, 2016 - Third Thursday Members Free

Workshop

Members or anyone that wants to join BSSF can

bring trees to the San Francisco County Fair Building

to work on with other members.  It is always an

opportunity to learn something new for your trees.

7PM to 9PM in the Garden Club Room.
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Nov 5th & 6th, 2016 – Master Series Workshop

with Matt Reel – 9:30AM – 5:30AM each day

Matt Reel returns for two fall/winter Master Series

workshops on Nov 5th & 6th.  Each workshop is

$120 per day and limited to six participants – in the

Garden Club Room.

Nov 10, 2016 – BSSF Member Meeting:  Juniper

Practicum Lecture with Eric Schrader and

Election of Officers for 2017  (Last names W - Z

bring refreshments)

This month is the next lecture and workshop in our

Juniper Practicum program.  Tonight’s lecture is all

about fall / winter work on young junipers; primarily

focused on the initial branch setting.   All Juniper

Practicum Members should attend the lecture and

the workshop that follows on Nov 13th,. 7:15PM –

9:30PM in the Recreation Room.

Nov 13, 2016 – Juniper Practicum Workshop:

Styling

IMPORTANT INFO FOR PRACTICUM

PARTICIPANTS:  This day is solely for hands-on

work with your practicum tree.  You must attend the

member meeting on Thursday, Nov 10th, for the

lecture portion.  We want to ensure each participant

receives individualized help during the workshop

while limiting the time that people are waiting.  We

have four time slots of 90 minutes beginning at

9:00, 10:45, 12:45 and 2:30 in the Recreation

Room.  Pick your time slot ahead of time by

emailing Eric or Catherine or sign-up at the Nov

10th meeting.

Dec 8, 2016 - BSSF Member Meeting: Holiday

Party and BGLM Fundraiser

IMPORTANT CHANGE FOR 2016:  Our December

Fundraiser is now a MEMBER SALE.  You heard

right; members can bring trees, pots, tools, etc.

valued at $25 or greater to sell to other members. 

20% of the sale price will go to benefit the Bonsai

Garden at Lake Merritt Curator’s Fund.  The other

80% goes to the member.  Donations of any value

are welcome for the raffle.  And we will have our

traditional Pot Luck dinner for all members and their

families.  Read the article in this newsletter (page 5)

or on the website to better understand how this

member sale will work.  7:00 - 9:30PM in the

Recreation Room.

Dec 11, 2016 - Basics II Class

Our Bonsai Basics II class teaches repotting

techniques.  If you previously took our Bonsai Basics

I class, you should enroll for Basics II to complete

your exposure to the primary techniques used with

bonsai.   You should also bring the trees you

received during the Basics I class.  The cost for the

class is $25 if you already have trees.  If this is your

first Bonsai Basics class, let us know when you

register.  You will need to pay an extra $50 to receive

two trees for the workshop.  Noon to 4PM in the

Garden Club Room.

   
                                 <><><> 

 Oscar Patzan, August speaker on green wood carving

BSSF Announcements

Docenting at the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt

Fall at the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt in Oakland. 

John Dale invites volunteers to join him at the

Garden on October 15 or any other third Saturday at

1PM.  No matter your skill level, you can help care

for these wonderful trees and educate the public

about the art of bonsai.  Sign up with John Dale at a

general meeting. To volunteer at other times, contact

John McKisich, BGLM Docent Coordinator, at

mityglo@aol.com, 650-477-8540.

Member Meeting Refreshments 

Thank you, members, for bringing refreshments to

our monthly meetings.  In October, members whose

last names begin with T to V are asked to bring

refreshments. In  November it’s last names

beginning with W to Z,  Dec is a Potluck.  The club
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will continue to supply dry goods (plates, napkins,

etc.) and hot beverages (tea, coffee) at each

meeting. 

BSSF Club Membership  Membership fees are $30

for individuals, $50 for families and $20 for seniors. 

A membership/ renewal form can be found at

bssf.org, click Join Us, then click Join Now. 

Bonsai Sales at Monthly Meetings   Please

remember that any time during the year you wish to

sell bonsai trees, the BSSF welcomes you to bring

the trees to our monthly meetings (except

September) or workshops.  The club receives 20%

of the purchase price.

BSSF Bonsai Library   The BSSF has on hand a

large assortment of books, magazines, and other

literature about our favorite hobby.  To access the

library, arrive early at either the monthly meeting or

the monthly workshop and speak to Bernard

Marque.  Checking out materials requires a $5

deposit per item. 

BSSF Care Guide   The BSSF guide to seasonal

bonsai care in the San Francisco Bay Area is

available on the BSSF webpage,

www.bssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2006/03/BSSF
YearlyCare.   A copy of this one-page guide was

last printed in the July 2016 issue of Fog City

Bonsai, page 8.          

                                 <><><>

 Other Bonsai Events in the Bay Area 

 

October 1, 2016 Cupertino

Midori Bonsai Club: 55th Annual Show at the

Quinlan Community Center, 10185 N. Stelling Rd,

near Stevens Creek Blvd and De Anza College.

Hours 10 AM - 5 PM, with demonstration by Peter

Tea at 1 PM and demonstration tree raffled off.

Vendor and member sales.  Beginner's workshop

from 10 AM -1 PM.. Bring in your bonsai tree for

advice from Dr. Bonsai.  Free parking   For more

information contact Jack Christiansen at (408)

280-7539 or jackchristiansen@sbcglobal.net

October 8 – 9, 2016 Oakland

East Bay Bonsai Society: Annual Show at the

Lakeside Garden Center at 666 Bellevue Ave. Show

hours are 10 AM to 5 PM Saturday and 11 AM to 4

PM Sunday with demonstration and raffle from 1 to

3:30 PM on Sunday. Free admission.  Show will

feature over 50 trees of various varieties and ages.

For more information visit the club website 

ebbs@eastbaybonsai.org

October 15 – 16, 2016 Union City

Yamato Bonsai Kai: 45th Annual Bonsai

Exhibition and Demonstration  at the Southern

Alameda County Buddhist Church, 32975

Alvarado-Niles Road. Hours: Noon - 6 PM Saturday

& 10 AM - 5 PM Sunday. Demonstration each day at

1:30 PM featuring Johnny Uchida, with Mike Baker

and Tony Hayworth.  Raffle drawing each day after

the demo and includes the demo tree. Large vendor

and plant sale area.  Free admission and parking.

Doctor Bonsai support will be available. For more

information call Tony Hayworth at 510-289-5731 or

bonsaicho@comcast.net or visit the club website

www.yamatobonsai.org.

October 27-30, 2016 Sacramento

Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention 39

“A Bonsai Convergence: Gather At The Rivers” .

Headliners: Ryan Neil and Bjorn Bjornholm. More

workshops and seminars from: Kathy Shaner, David

Nguy, Peter Tea, and others. Where: The Double

Tree By Hilton 2001 Point West Way, Sacramento,

CA 95815. Hotel phone: 916-924-4900 (ask for the

“GSBF Group Rate”).  For more information, contact:

Scott Chadd, GSBF President at: 530-622-9681 or

scottchadd@lotusbonsai.com. On-line registration at 

http://www.gsbfconvention.org   

December 3, 2016 Fresno

Fresno Bonsai Society: 9th Annual Bonsai Yard

Sale at 736 West Browning Ave, 8 AM till 3 PM.

Bonsai, pre-bonsai, accent plants, new and used

pots, stands, books, suiseki, and supplies. Everyone

is welcome to buy, sell, or swap all things bonsai. For

more information about the event visit us on our

Facebook page or www.fresnobonsaisociety.com.

                                     <><><>
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BSSF Officers and Board of Directors

President – Eric Schrader    415-823-7984

                                               eric@phutu.com

Vice President – Catherine Wolf

Treasurer – Marge Casey

Secretary  – Christian Werk

Board Members-at-Large – Dan Casey, 

John Dale, Thom de Cant, Oscar Patzan, 

Brian Schindler

Additional Contributors:

Newsletters– Diana Lum and Dave Gomberg

Raffle Chair – Bill Daniels

Fundraising Chair – Alison Seaman

Cherry Blossom Show Chair – Brian Schindler

Librarian – Bernard Marque

Web Site & Collateral Design – Eric Schrader

About the Club:  

The Bonsai Society of San Francisco exists to

encourage the enjoyment of the art of bonsai.

Whether defined simply as a tree in a tray or taken

to the heights of a living fine art form, we come

together to share our joy and curiosity for growing

living trees and our enthusiasm for keeping them

healthy and beautiful.  We invite new members who

share these interests. 

BSSF General Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of

the month at 7:15PM.  The Members Workshop is

the following Thursday (3rd Thursday of the month)

at 7:00PM.  BSSF Board Meetings are held on the

4th Monday at 7:00PM.  All meetings occur in the

County Fair Building at the corner of Ninth

Avenue and Lincoln Way.  Enter through the

parking lot at Tenth Ave and Lincoln and walk along

path behind the building to the doorway to the

Recreation Room.

  

        Map to the County Fair Building,

                                 Golden Gate Park

       BSSF Website:  www.bssf.org
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