
      Fog City Bonsai                   May 2017

                 Newsletter of the Bonsai Society of San Francisco
 San Francisco County Fair Building, Lincoln Way between 9th and 10th Avenues

 

    
    
     Photo: Eric Schrader
                                           

Events at-a-Glance ..

May 11 – Member Meeting - The Role of Water in         
                 Growing Bonsai with Ryan Nichols

May 18 – Third Thursday Members Free Workshop

May 21 – Master Series Workshop with Peter Tea 

June 8  – Member Meeting – Juniper Practicum  
                Lecture with Eric Schrader

June 18 – Juniper Practicum Workshop #3

In This Issue ...

Notes on the April Satsuki Program,  p. 1 

Cherry Blossom Show,  p. 2

Everything you wanted to know about pH ~ maybe
Part 1,  p. 3

Bonsai Work Group at the SF Botanical Garden,  p. 3

BSSF Meetings and Workshops,  p. 3

Announcements,  p. 4

Other Bonsai Events in the Bay Area,  p. 5

Officers and Board of Directors,  p. 6

2017 Membership Renewal Form,  p. 7

 
In case you missed the April Meeting...

Darren Wong on Satsuki 
Notes by Lucky Fung  

Darren Wong was

guest speaker at

our April 2017

meeting.  Laura,

his wife,  and  his

daughter, Briana,

did demos on trees

while Darren

introduced Satsuki

to us. Photo: Diana Lum

Darren discovered Satsuki at El Dorado Bonsai in

California.   He later trained with Mr. Suisho

Nakayama, a master Satsuki bonsai artist in Japan. 

Darren continues to train with Mr. Nakayama going

to Japan several times every year.

While Darren spoke about how to grow, maintain

and train Satsuki into bonsai, Laura demonstrated

"Mesuki".  Mesuki is a technique for reducing the

number of new buds. This opens the Satsuki up,

prevents crowding and produces a more pleasing

aesthetic appearance.  Briana introduced

"Motobadome" to us. Motobadome is a method for
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defoliating leaves leaving 1/8 of an inch.  This

invigorates and revitalizes the tree.

As Laura and

Briana worked on

their trees, Darren

continued to speak

about how to care

for Satsuki.

Satsuki can be

enjoyed for their       

Photo: Diana Lum                              beautiful flowers

and as bonsai.  One of the biggest pitfalls in

growing Satsuki is over-watering. Over-watering is

detrimental to the tree.  Because we have cooler

weather in SF, we can get by with watering every

other day.  We can leave the tree in full sun the

whole day.  When it is hot and the temperature

increases over 75 degrees, we need to be more

careful.....morning sun and afternoon shade is

better.  When the temperature reaches 85 degrees,

the Satsuki will shut down and it is better to water in

the evening.  In the winter, water in the morning.

Narrow leaf Satsuki are characteristic of cooler

growing regions in Japan and broader leaf in

warmer climates.

Darren grows his Satsuki in Kanuma soil.  When the

roots grow and extend, the roots split when they hit

the sharp edge of the Kanuma particle. This

improves root health.  To maintain moisture and

keep the tree from drying, Darren uses Yamagoke

moss (Japanese mountain moss).  Darren spoke of

using chemical and organic fertilizers. There are

advocates for organic fertilizer but they both work.

Satsuki roots grow near the top of the soil. The

health of the tree is all about the roots. Darren

repots in February.  When repotting Satsuki, the

root ball should be 1" away from the edge of the pot. 

Chopstick the Kanuma soil being sure not to leave

any air pockets under the root ball. Water the newly

repotted Satsuki until the water is clear.  Deeper

training pots have better drainage.

To close out the evening, Darren donated a shohin

Akane Satsuki and wired the tree to shape the

branches. It was a beaut and the raffle tickets went

like hotcakes.   Thank you Darren, Laura & Briana.

Cherry Blossom Show
Eric Schrader

The Cherry Blossoms this year on street trees

around San Francisco put on a much better than

normal show, blossoming profusely after a winter of

heavy rain and slightly colder than normal

conditions. Even during the Cherry Blossom show

there were drifts of discarded petals on the streets,

congregating against curbs in eddies in the wind.

Cherry Blossom as a show has always been an

afterthought for me, a show that takes place only a

few weeks after the end of the SF Flower and

Garden Show. This year, being the only show that

we participated in, I felt a bit more invested. It was

the usual suspects that showed up with trees, from

Yamato Bonsai Kai, Marin Bonsai Club, San

Francisco Suiseki Kai, and BSSF.

If you missed the show, you missed some really

nice trees. So enjoy a few photos.

     Photos by Eric        
               Schrader
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Everything you wanted to know 

about pH  ~  maybe, Part 1
Bill Daniels

Sometimes chemistry throws people for a loop and

pH is one of those loops.  The term "pH" was first

described by Danish biochemist Søren Peter Lauritz

Sørensen in 1909. pH is an abbreviation for "power

of hydrogen" where p is short for the German word

for power, potenz, and H is the element symbol for

hydrogen.   The H is capitalized because it is

standard to capitalize element symbols. The

abbreviation also works in French, with pouvoir

hydrogen translating as "the power of hydrogen”.

The Webster’s Dictionary definition of pH is “the

logarithm of the reciprocal of the hydrogen ion

concentration, expressed in grams atoms per liter of

a solution and used to indicate acidity or alkalinity.”  

Make sense yet?  

In gardening, pH is defined as the “negative

logarithm of the concentration of hydrogen (H) ions

in the soil”.  But what does hydrogen, much less the

potential of hydrogen have to do with soil acidity or

alkalinity?

pH expresses the concentration of hydrogen ions in

solution and soil, actually at the atomic level.  It

measures the acidity or alkalinity of the solution.

 
1. Acidic solutions have a high concentration of

hydrogen ions
2. Alkaline solutions have a low concentration

of hydrogen ions

Another way to think of pH is the level of acidity

or alkalinity of the soil that affects the plant root

zone. 

The point scale is from very acidic, -1, to very

alkaline, -14. Each point corresponds to ten times

the amount of the next higher number below it.  A

measurement of 7.00 on the scale means ‘neutral’-

equally balanced between acid and alkali.

The proper pH for bonsai soil is in the range from

6.5 (azaleas) to 7.0 for optimum use. 

Next month:  How pH effects the nutrients &

minerals of the bonsai soil. 

Bonsai Work Group

at the SF Botanical Garden
MaryLou Heslet

The Bonsai/SFBG Growing Group will next meet on

Saturday, May 13, 10:30am at the San Francisco

Botanical Garden nursery.  We will look around the

tree area for any trees that we think we could start

growing for bonsai, and we will continue to repot.

Contact me for information about this project:

MaryLou Heslet

mheslet@sbcglobal.net

Meetings and Workshops 

BSSF Meetings and Workshops
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place in

the County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way just inside Golden Gate Park.  To

secure a spot in any workshop or class, please

contact Christian Werk, xnwerk[at sign]gmail.com

[608.216.8935] or Andrea Burhoe,  aburhoe[at

sign]msn.com

May 11, 2017: Member Meeting The Role of Water

in Growing Bonsai with Ryan Nichols 

(Last names I - J bring refreshments) 

Ryan Nichols, a continued fixture in the Bay Area

bonsai community, will lecture on the role of water in

growing successful bonsai, drawing from his

Master’s degree in Plant Biology and years of

developing bonsai material. This class should be

informative as well as entertaining.

May 18, 2017 – Third Thursday Members Free

Workshop

Members or anyone who wants to join BSSF can

bring trees to the San Francisco County Fair

Building to work on with other members.  It is always

an opportunity to learn something new for your

trees. 7PM to 9PM in the Garden Club Room.

May 21, 2017: Master Series Workshop with

PeterTea
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June 8, 2017: Member Meeting Juniper Practicum

Lecture with Eric Schrader (Last names K - L bring

refreshments)   

BRING YOUR

PRACTICUM TREE to

this meeting!

This spring’s Practicum

lecture will begin with an

additional review of

progress of each plant’s

health and growth               Photo: Eric Schrader

Eighteen months after starting, the trees should be

healthy and growing quickly. We will continue with a

discussion of branch refinement techniques and

how to optimize growing for creation of fine

branching. Analysis of examples of bonsai showing

how branch structure can be developed to allow for

easy maintenance and added character. The goal

for this meeting is an increased understanding of

juniper branch refinement and maintenance

techniques.

Jun 18, 2017: Juniper Practicum Workshop #3

July 13, 2017: Member Meeting Evaluating

Material to Purchase with Jonas Dupuich 

(Last names M - N bring refreshments) 

                        Photo: Eric Schrader

Jonas Dupuich, the well-known proprietor of Bonsai

Tonight and seasoned blogger, will be on hand to

educate members on how to look at material for

purposes of making purchasing decisions. Many

bonsai are bought and sold at shows and it takes a

keen eye and some knowledge to know which tree

will round out your collection and grow well in your

yard.  Check out Jonas’ recent series on the topic

on his blog.

Other Planned Programs for 2017:

Aug 10, 2017: Member Meeting Bonsai Toolkit and

Tool Maintenance with Gordon Deeg (Last names 

O - R bring refreshments)

Sep 10, 2017: Bonsai Basics I Workshop

Sep 14, 2017: Member Meeting BSSF Fundraiser

Auction (Last names S bring refreshments)

Oct 7, 2017: Master Series Workshop with 

Peter Tea 

Oct 12, 2017: Member Meeting Bespoke Bonsai

Stands with Austin Heitzman, Ryan Neil’s preferred

stand maker (Last names T - V bring refreshments)

Nov 4, 2017: Master Series Workshop with Matt

Reel

Nov 9, 2017: Monthly Meeting: Styling with Ivan

Hernandez and Oscar Patzan (Last names W - Z

bring refreshments)

Dec 10, 2017: Bonsai Basics II Workshop

Dec 14, 2017: Annual Holiday Party Member Sale

benefitting BGLM (Everyone contributes to potluck)

BSSF Announcements 

Docenting at the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt 

John Dale invites volunteers to join him to docent at

the Bonsai Garden in Oakland on May 20 or any

other third Saturday at 1PM.  No matter your skill

level, you can help care for these wonderful trees

and educate the public about the art of bonsai.  Sign

up with John Dale at a general meeting. To

volunteer at other times, contact John McKisich,

BGLM Docent Coordinator, at mityglo@aol.com,

650-477-8540.

BSSF Club Membership

Is your membership current?  2017 Membership

fees are $30 for individuals, $50 for families, and

$20 for seniors. Checks are payable to BSSF and

can be mailed to 

BSSF Treasurer

7 Gateview Court

San Francisco CA 94116-1941 

A Membership/Renewal form is included on page 7.
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Bonsai Sales at Monthly Meetings   Please

remember that any time during the year you wish to

sell bonsai trees, the BSSF welcomes you to bring

the trees to our monthly meetings (except

September) or workshops.  The club receives 20%

of the purchase price.  Additionally, feel free to bring

your trees for Show and Tell at the monthly meeting

to inspire other members

BSSF Bonsai Library   The BSSF has on hand a

large assortment of books, magazines, and other

literature about our favorite hobby.  To access the

library, arrive early at either the monthly meeting or

the monthly workshop and speak to Bernard

Marque.  Checking out materials requires a $5

deposit per item. 

BSSF Care Guide   The BSSF guide to seasonal

bonsai care in the San Francisco Bay Area is

available on the BSSF webpage,

www.bssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2006/03/BSSFYe

arlyCareCalendar.pdf . The one-page guide can

also be found in the July 2016 issue of Fog City

Bonsai, page 8. 

          

Other Bonsai Events in the Bay Area  

May 6 - 7, 2017 Sacramento

Sacramento Bonsai Club: 71st Annual Bonsai &

Suiseki Show at the Buddhist Church of

Sacramento, 2401 Riverside Blvd. Show hours are

Noon - 5 PM on Saturday and 10 AM - 4 PM on

Sunday with demonstration at 2 PM each day.

Demonstration by Sam Adina, followed by the raffle

of the demo tree and other prizes. Free admission.

For more information contact Lucy Sakaishi-Judd at

juddbonsai@att.net or visit

sacramentobonsaiclub.com

May 20 - 21, 2017 Sacramento

Satsuki Aikokai of Sacramento: Annual Bonsai

Show will be held at the Shepard Garden Center,

3330 McKinley Blvd. Hours are Saturday 10 AM –

5PM, and Sunday 10 AM – 4PM, demonstrations at

1 PM on both days by Yuzo Maruyama. Class

“Create your own flowering azalea bonsai” at 11 AM

daily with class fee $20. Satsuki information booth,

vendors, raffles, etc. For more information contact

Ronn Pigram at (916) 428-8505 or

satsukiaikokaisac@sbcglobal.net.

May 20 - 21, 2017 Palo Alto 

Akebono Bonsai Club and Kashu Suiseki Kai:

55th and 51st Annual Show held at the Palo Alto

Buddhist Temple, 2751 Louis Rd. Show hours are

Noon to 5 PM each day with demonstration at 2 PM,

followed by demo raffle and door prizes. Free

admission. For more information contact

AkebonoBonsai@gmail.com

May 20 - 21, 2017 Oakland

Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai (BASA): 22nd Annual

Satsuki Azalea Bonsai Show at the Lakeside Park

Garden Center, Lake Merritt, 666 Bellevue Avenue.

Show hours are 10 AM - 5 PM Saturday and 10 AM

- 4 PM Sunday. Featuring Bonsai Satsuki Azaleas in

full flower bloom! Expert demonstration on styling,

educational forums all day, member sales with

beginner & Japan imported material, Vendors, silent

auctions, free admission, and public parking

available. For more information, contact George

Haas at gwhaas@comcast.net or visit their website

http://satsukiazaleabonsai.org/.

June 3 - 4, 2017 San Mateo

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai: 34th Annual Show at the

San Mateo Garden Center. 605 Parkside Way (next

to Beresford Park). Show hours are 10 AM - 4 PM

both days, with demonstration by Matt Reel from 1 –

3 PM on Saturday (tree will be raffled off at the

conclusion of his demo). On Sunday Matt will lead

an open view workshop from Noon – 3 PM (one of

the workshop trees will be raffled at the conclusion).

Large club member plant sale, vendors, door prizes

and their always popular raffles. Admission is free.

Dr. Bonsai will be available to offer styling and care

tips. For more information contact Marsha Mekisich

at eclectic.gardener@yahoo.com.

June 4, 2017 Seaside

Monterey Bonsai Club: 54th Annual Exhibition at

the Monterey Buddhist Temple, 1150 Noche Buena

Street. Show hours are 11 AM - 4 PM.

Demonstration at 1:30 PM by Katsumi Kinoshita.

Silent auction area will include bonsai, pots and

plants. For more information: email Rich Guillen at

richguillen@sbcglobal.net or Drew Tucker at

dtucker1286@gmail.com.
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June 17 - 18, 2017 Livermore

Valley Bonsai Society: 9th Annual Show at Alden

Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane. Show hours are 10

AM to 4 PM with a demonstration at 1 PM on both

days. The finished tree will be raffled off at the end

of the demonstrations. Admission is free. For

additional information contact Charles Harder at

bonsainut@comcast.net

June 24 – 25, 2017 Palo Alto

Kusamura Bonsai Club: 57th Annual Show will

be held at the Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305

Middlefield Road.  Hours are Saturday, Noon – 5

PM, and Sunday 11 AM - 5 PM with demonstrations

at 1:30 PM each day. Saturday demonstration

provided by Jonas Dupuich of Bonsai Tonight.

Sunday demonstration provided by club members.

Free admission. Bonsai trees, pots, and other

bonsai-related items will be for sale. For more

information contact Charlene Fischer at

charlenerae@mac.com, www.kusamurabonsai.org.

Map to the County Fair Building,

Golden Gate Park

BSSF Officers and Board of Directors

President – Andrea Burhoe    415-824-9315

                                     aburhoe@msn..com

Vice President – Christian Werk

Treasurer – Dave Gomberg

Secretary  – Huyen Choeun

Past President – Eric Schrader

Board Members-at-Large – Thom de Cant,

    Jain Haggerstone, Ryan Iwata, 

    Oscar Patzan, Brian Schindler

Additional Contributors:

Newsletters– Diana Lum and Dave Gomberg

Raffle – Bill Daniels

Fundraising – Alison Seaman

Cherry Blossom Show –  Brian Schindler

Librarian – Bernard Marque

Web Site & Collateral Design – Eric Schrader    

About the Club: 

The Bonsai Society of San Francisco exists to

encourage the enjoyment of the art of bonsai.

Whether defined simply as a tree in a tray or taken

to the heights of a living fine art form, we come

together to share our joy and curiosity for growing

living trees and our enthusiasm for keeping them

healthy and beautiful.  We invite new members who

share these interests. 

BSSF General Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of

the month at 7:15PM.  The Members Workshop is

the following Thursday (3rd Thursday of the month)

at 7:00PM.  BSSF Board Meetings are held on the

4th Monday at 7:00PM.  All meetings occur in the

County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way.  Enter through the parking lot

at10th Ave and Lincoln and walk along the path

behind the building to the doorway to the Recreation

Room

            BSSF Website:  www.bssf.org
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 BSSF  Bonsai Society of San Francisco        Membership Application / Renewal Form

 Primary Member Name: ________________________________________ Date: ___________

 Email (used only for BSSF business): ______________________________________________

 Address: ____________________________________________________________________

 City / State / Zip: _____________________________________________________________

 Phones (home and cell): ________________________________________________________

 Family Membership Names: _____________________________________________________

 Amount paid: __________   Dues: $30 for Individual members, $50 for Family, $20 for Seniors

 To join between July 1 and Oct 31, send half.
 To join after Nov 1 send full amount for current and next year.
 Renewals due before Feb 28, 2017.  

  Check payable to Bonsai Society of San Francisco, or BSSF.  Mail to:

     

      BSSF Treasurer                                             At a general meeting, give to
        7 Gateview Court                                              Treasurer, Dave Gomberg
       San Francisco CA 94116-1941                                                                       

  (05/17)    

B----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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