
 

      Fog City Bonsai              January 2017

                 Newsletter of the Bonsai Society of San Francisco
 San Francisco County Fair Building, Lincoln Way between 9th and 10th Avenues

Happy New Year!
BSSF Events at-a-Glance ..

Jan 8   – Master Series Workshop with 
     Peter Tea

Jan 12 – Member Meeting: Repotting Techniques 
     with Bernard Marque

Jan 19 – Third Thursday Members Workshop

Jan 22 – Master Series Workshop with Matt Reel
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  From the President, Andrea Burhoe 

Happy New Year to you all. I am looking forward to

the activities and events our Club has

planned for the coming year. Through the work of

Catherine and Eric over the past years, we

have some wonderful classes and events

scheduled where we can all learn more about

pursuing and improving our favorite hobby - bonsai.

As a long-time member of the Club and even a

past president of many years ago, I have seen

great development in the Club and in the art of

bonsai. With the invaluable instruction we have

available now, I hope to see this trend continue. 

To that end, now is repotting season for many of

our trees. A good way to get yourself into that

mode is to sign up for the workshops with Matt or

Peter, volunteer at the Bonsai Garden at Lake

Merritt, or attend the 3rd Thursday workshop. We

have so many opportunities in the Bay Area!

Now, in particular, is great time for doing your

quinces and apples. In the new year we will begin

plans for our own show, which will begin in 2018.  It

will take a lot of work from all of us and should be a

lot of fun. I look forward to working with all of you
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for the planning of this new event.  Your thoughts

and ideas are valued and welcome.

<><><>

Your new 

 Officers and Directors for 2017

President - Andrea Burhoe

Vice President – Christian Werk

Secretary – vacant

Treasurer – Dave Gomberg

Past President – Eric Schrader

Board Members-At-Large

·       Thom de Cant

·       Jain Haggerstone

·       Ryan Iwata

·       Oscar Patzan 

·       Brian Schindler

NOTE.  The Secretary position is open.  The

Secretary records minutes of all meetings of the

membership and Board of Directors and attends to

all communications deemed necessary by the

Board.  If you are interested or wish more

information, contact President Andrea Burhoe

whose contact information is on page 6.

<><><>

Critical Thinking on Repotting
from Eric Schrader’s Blog

Bonsai instruction frequently is quite prescriptive;

this is perhaps the preference of both teachers and

students to avoid confusion on a dizzying array of

topics. But what if you could move past instruction

to rely on your own instincts when it comes to all

these topics? Having recently started unschooling

(look it up) my eleven year-old son, I find myself

more than ever trying to be a teacher who has the

ability to teach students how to think about a

problem and determine the solution themselves,

rather than looking to someone else to solve it.

In teaching my son I try to show him how to look for

the answer to a problem by thinking about the

parameters that are dictated and then mentally

experimenting with the variables. In bonsai it is the

same. The answers to questions like “when should

I repot my quince” are potentially numerous and

confusing if you ask too many people. But what if

you just ask yourself instead, “What are the

parameters that determine the right time to repot a

tree?”  What are the variables?

This fall I started repotting early. I had a

conversation with Jonas Dupuich during one of my

sessions in his workshop – it was on the ideal time

for repotting and the reality of repotting. If you have

two trees and you watch them like a steady

practitioner of mindful hawk-y-ness, then you can

repot them on the ideal day. If you have more, or

you are less mindful, then you most likely will need

to repot them whenever you have a chance. This

begs the question: what are we doing when we

repot a bonsai?

Potential reasons to repot a bonsai include poor

health, changing the container, improving the

drainage or allowing more room for root growth.

But the reason to repot does not describe the

parameters or the variables involved that would

allow us to determine when to repot ideally.

Common repotting parameters:

   • Trees respond to repotting differently,

frequently repotting is best when a tree is dormant.

   • Root growth immediately after repotting is

desirable.
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   • Root growth happens during warmer weather,

not freezing temps or dormancy.

Bay Area repotting parameters:

   • Dormancy season is short and mild.

   • Trees may not achieve full dormancy.

   • Root growth may continue on some trees

through the entire winter season.

So, when I was repotting Japanese Black Pines in

November, what was I thinking about? The reason I

wanted to repot was that the trees were unhealthy,

showing yellowing foliage (seemingly the result of

root aphid infestations, by the way).  In deciding

whether or not I could repot the trees I needed to

evaluate the benefits against the risks. In November

there may still be warm weather to encourage root

growth or there may not be. But in the Bay Area it is

highly unlikely that the weather will turn cold enough

to kill a recently-repotted tree by freezing the

rootball solid. It seemed that the risks of repotting in

fall were lower than the benefits, so I proceeded to

repot.

To circle back to my question above –  “what are we

doing when we repot a bonsai?” – we are evaluating

the risks and rewards of intervening in the normal

growth of the plant. The variables of weather and

health are what we need to evaluate to make a

decision on whether or not it is safe to proceed. The

risk in the variables should be compared to the risk

of doing nothing. Would my trees have been better

left until February with root aphid on them? Will they

grow more strongly this coming year because of the

earlier repotting, or will it make them grow more

slowly? (The answer would be in an experiment

where I would keep a couple of plants as controls,

which I didn’t do.)

Next time you have a question, whether on

repotting or another topic, take a few minutes to

think out what you believe is the best solution.

Then examine the solution against your past

experiences and use your own experiences to

experiment. If you’re not sure, test it out on a plant

(or a dozen) that are less important to you than

others…just in case.

 <><><>

What does “ Bonsai “ mean to you?
Bill Daniels

What is the hobby of bonsai to you and how does it

affect you?  That is the ultimate question you need

to ask yourself.

For myself, it’s a moment in time to relax - to look

inside for inner peace - to heal - to strengthen

oneself.

I’m sitting outside in my backyard which overlooks

my collection of around 30 bonsai.  I just eliminated

four or five plants. This developed feng shui --  a

zen place for total relaxation. Yes, I practice bonsai

for relaxation, for lowering my stress.

It’s very relaxing in the morning, under the pine tree

that gives me shade as I drink my morning tea.  At

the same time, my favorite classical music plays in

the cool morning air.  

   > I look at the design of my bonsai, reviewing the

plant’s:  ~ Harmony  ~ Movement ~ Strength ~

Simplicity ~ Age ~ Balance

   > I close my eyes and imagine seeing the tree,

down to the last needle in my mind.

   > I then draw on paper the movement of the plant

This helps me understand the strength, the

harmony, the simplicity and  balance of the plant
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and what needs to be eliminated or developed in the

plant.

I still get the Rules of Bonsai wrong.  Ultimately the

plant is designed to fit my taste.  Some of the things

I still get wrong are:

   > I don’t look at the whole plant before I begin to

prune.

   > I had to re-design several of my bonsai as the

flow of movement was wrong.

   > I continue to prune and shape the plants for

ultimate Harmony of the plant.

   > I actually pruned several branches off one plant

thus giving the plant Simplicity, Strength, and

Harmony with Nature.  Now it’s more relaxing to

view.  It now has feng shui.   The plant is now more

relaxing to look at – producing a zen moment for

me.

It’s a life-long journey in learning…Yes,  pruning

branches, pinching back the leaves, and watering

are important for the health and growth of the little

trees, but I also need time just to relax and enjoy the

fruits of my labor.  I call it My Bonsai Time -- when I

sit back and enjoy the moment.

<><><>

BSSF Meetings and Workshops

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place in

the County Fair Building at the corner of 9th Avenue

and Lincoln Way just inside Golden Gate Park.  To

secure a spot in any workshop or class, please sign

up with Eric Schrader via email

eric[atsign]phutu.com or Christian Werk at

xnwerk[atsign]gmail.com.

Jan 8, 2017:  Master Series Workshop with Peter

Tea

Peter Tea will be here in January for the next Master

Series workshop.  Workshop is $120 and limited to

6 participants.  9:30AM – 5:30PM in the Garden

Room at the SF County Fair Building.

Jan 12, 2017:  Repotting Techniques with

Bernard Marque 

(Last names A - B bring refreshments)

Our own Bernard Marque will demonstrate root

work and repotting techniques during this member

meeting.  These techniques are critical to master. 

You may be surprised how the little details escape

your memory if it’s been a year since you repotted

a tree.  A refresher and a chance to ask Bernard

questions will benefit us all.

Jan 19, 2017:  Third Thursday Members Free

Workshop

Members or anyone that wants to join BSSF can

bring trees to the San Francisco County Fair

Building to work on with other members.  It is

always an opportunity to learn something new for

your trees. 7PM to 9PM in the Garden Club Room.

Jan 22, 2017:  Master Series Workshop with

Matt Reel

Matt Reel returns for a winter Master Series

workshop.  Workshop is $120 and limited to 6

participants.  9:30AM – 5:30PM at a location in San

Francisco.

Feb 5, 2017:  Bonsai Basics II

Our Bonsai Basics II Class teaches repotting

techniques. We also offer a Bonsai Basics I class,

but you can take either one first.  You should take

both to complete your exposure to the primary

techniques used with bonsai.   If you already have

practice trees from the Basics I class, you should

bring those trees to this workshop. The cost for the

class is $25 if you already have trees.  If this is

your first Bonsai Basics class, let us know when

you register.  You will need to pay an extra $50 for

the workshop.  9AM to 1PM in the Garden Club

Room.

Feb 9, 2017:  Using technology to improve

bonsai outcomes with Catherine Wolf

(Last names C - D bring refreshments)

Technology and bonsai are not antithetical.  This

evening Catherine will share how technology helps

her imagine and save future tree designs, track

tree progress and maintenance.
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Mar 9, 2017:  Evolution in Bonsai Styling

(Last names E - F bring refreshments)

This will be a panel discussion moderated by Jonas

Dupuich.  Panel includes Eric Schrader, John Boyce

and Peter Tea.  Examples of historic and

contemporary styles will be selected from Kokufu

exhibition catalogs to prompt opinion and sharing.

Other Planned Programs:

Apr 13, 2017:  Success with Satsuki in San

Francisco with Darren Wong 

(Last names G - H bring refreshments)

Apr 30, 2017:  Bonsai Basics I - introduction to

styling and caring for bonsai

May 11, 2017:  The Role of Water in growing

bonsai with Ryan Nichols 

(Last names I - J bring refreshments)

May 21, 2017:  Master Series Workshop with

Peter Tea

June 8, 2017:  Juniper Practicum Lecture with

Eric Schrader 

(Last names K - L bring refreshments)

Jun 18, 2016:  Juniper Practicum Workshop #3

July 13, 2017:  Evaluating Material to Purchase

with Jonas Dupuich 

(Last names M - N bring refreshments)

Aug 10, 2017:  Gordon Deeg topic is to be

determined 

(Last names O - R bring refreshments)

Sep 10, 2017:  Bonsai Basics I - introduction to

styling and caring for bonsai

Sep 14, 2017:  BSSF Fundraiser Auction 

(Last names S bring refreshments)

Oct 7, 2017: Master Series Workshop with Peter

Tea

Oct 12, 2017:  Three Stations for Styling with

Ivan Hernandez, Gary Tom and Oscar Patzan 

(Last names T - V bring refreshments)

Nov 4, 2017:  Master Series Workshop with Matt

Reel

Nov 9, 2017:  Bespoke Bonsai Stands with

Austin Heitzman, Ryan Neil’s stand maker 

(Last names W - Z bring refreshments)

Dec 10, 2017:  Bonsai Basics II - introduction to

bonsai root pruning and repotting

Dec 14, 2017:  Annual Holiday Party and

Member Sale benefitting BGLM 

(Everyone contributes to the potluck)

<><><>

BSSF Announcements

Docenting at the Bonsai Garden at Lake

Merritt (BGLM)

John Dale invites volunteers to join him to docent

at the Bonsai Garden in Oakland on January 21

or any other third Saturday at 1PM.  No matter

your skill level, you can help care for these

wonderful trees and educate the public about the

art of bonsai.  Sign up with John Dale at a

general meeting. To volunteer at other times,

contact John McKisich, BGLM Docent

Coordinator, at mityglo@aol.com, 650-477-8540.

BSSF Club Membership  Now’s the time to

renew for 2017!   Membership fees are $30 for

individuals, $50 for families and $20 for seniors. 

A Membership / Renewal form is included on 

page 7.

Bonsai Sales at Monthly Meetings   Please

remember that any time during the year you wish

to sell bonsai trees, the BSSF welcomes you to

bring the trees to our monthly meetings (except

September) or workshops.  The club receives

20% of the purchase price.

BSSF Bonsai Library   The BSSF has on hand

a large assortment of books, magazines, and

other literature about our favorite hobby.  To

access the library, arrive early at either the

monthly meeting or the monthly workshop and

speak to Bernard Marque.  Checking out

materials requires a $5 deposit per item. 
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BSSF Care Guide   The BSSF guide to seasonal

bonsai care in the San Francisco Bay Area is

available on the BSSF webpage,

www.bssf.org/wp-content/uploads/2006/03/BSSFY

earlyCareCalendar.pdf . The one-page guide can

also be found in the July 2016 issue of Fog City

Bonsai, page 8.          

                                 <><><>

 Other Bonsai Events in the Bay Area 
   

January 28 - 29, 2017 Oakland

Bay Island Bonsai: Annual Bonsai Exhibit at the

Lakeside Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Ave. Show

hours are 10AM – 4PM, both days. Saturday:

Auction preview starts at Noon with auction at 1PM.

Sunday: Workshop open to the bonsai community.

Guided tours of the exhibit Saturday and Sunday.

Vendor sales, club sales, educational bonsai

material for sale and a special pot sale this year.

Entry to the exhibit is free, donations accepted.

Learn more and register for the workshop by calling

(510) 919-5042 or visit

http://bayislandbonsai.com/bib-annual-exhibit/.

February 18 - 19, 2017 Oakland

GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt.  The

Annual Mammoth Auction and Sale Fund Raiser

will be held at 666 Bellevue Ave. (Garden Center

Building). Saturday: Auction preview at noon with

Auction starting at 1PM. Sunday: Vendor Sales start

at 9AM, Plant Sales start at 10AM, and

demonstrations at 1PM. The date for this year’s

event is a week earlier than in the past to let

attendees and vendors participate in both the

Mammoth and the Bonsai-a-Thon (big fundraiser

the following weekend in San Marino). You are

encouraged to submit your bonsai for consideration

to be included in the Mammoth Auction as soon as

possible. Items will be considered on a

first-come-first-considered basis. The Bonsai

Garden will be open 10AM to 4PM on Saturday and

Noon to 4PM on Sunday, so you can check out the

many changes that have been made this year. For 

more information or to sell trees, email

bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com and visit

www.gsbf-lakemerritt.org

March 4, 2017  Oakland  

Ryan Neil Demo Fundraiser, Lake Merritt

Sailboat Boathouse, 666 Bellevue Ave, 1 to 4PM.. 

Ryan Neil will conduct a re-styling of the BGLM's

Rocky Mountain Juniper, a fund-raising event in

support of the Bonsai Garden Revitalization

Opportunity (GRO) project. BGLM is raising

$100,000 to replace worn-out display and seating

benches, upgrade water systems and install new

pathways and windows. Your participation will help

fund GRO.  Tickets are $35 each (tax deductible)

and will be available on a first-come-first served

basis.   To reserve tickets, email

bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com with purchaser's

name, number of tickets requested, phone number,

mailing address, and email address.  Payment

instruction will be given when reservation is

confirmed.--.once purchased, tickets are

non-refundable.  

<><><>

BSSF Officers and Board of Directors

President – Andrea Burhoe    415-824-9315

                                     aburhoe@msn..com

Vice President – Christian Werk

Treasurer – Dave Gomberg

Secretary  – vacant

Past President – Eric Schrader

Board Members-at-Large – Thom de Cant,

   Jain Haggerstone, Ryan Iwata, 

    Oscar Patzan, Brian Schindler

Additional Contributors:

Newsletters– Diana Lum and Dave Gomberg

Raffle – Bill Daniels

Fundraising – Alison Seaman

Cherry Blossom Show –  Brian Schindler

Librarian – Bernard Marque

Web Site & Collateral Design – Eric Schrader
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 BSSF  Bonsai Society of San Francisco        Membership Application / Renewal Form

 Primary Member Name: ________________________________________ Date: ___________

 Email (used only for BSSF business): ______________________________________________

 Address: ____________________________________________________________________

 City / State / Zip: _____________________________________________________________

 Phones (home and cell): ________________________________________________________

 Family Membership Names: _____________________________________________________

 Amount paid: __________   Dues: $30 for Individual members, $50 for Family, $20 for Seniors

 To join between July 1 and Oct 31, send half.
 To join after Nov 1 send full amount for current and next year.
  Renewals due before Feb 28, 2017.  

  Check payable to Bonsai Society of San Francisco.

      Mail to:
      BSSF Treasurer                                             At a general meeting, give to
        7 Gateview Court                                              Treasurer, Dave Gomberg
       San Francisco CA 94116-1941                                                                       

  (01/17)    

About the Club:  

The Bonsai Society of San Francisco exists to

encourage the enjoyment of the art of bonsai.

Whether defined simply as a tree in a tray or taken

to the heights of a living fine art form, we come

together to share our joy and curiosity for growing

living trees and our enthusiasm for keeping them

healthy and beautiful.  We invite new members who

share these interests. 

BSSF General Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of

the month at 7:15PM.  The Members Workshop is

the following Thursday (3rd Thursday of the month)

at 7:00PM.  BSSF Board Meetings are held on the

4th Monday at 7:00PM.  All meetings occur in the

County Fair Building at the corner of Ninth

Avenue and Lincoln Way.  Enter through the

parking lot at Tenth Ave and Lincoln and walk along

the path behind the building to the doorway to the

Recreation Room. 

Map to the County Fair Building,
Golden Gate Park

B- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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